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2. tober 9.—Paul at Ephesus \ 
3. October 16—Paul Writes ta the Christians at 


ee RR errr re: 1 Corinthians 1:10, 11; 13: 1-13 

4. October 23.—Paul’s Last Journey to Jerusalem 
Acts 2071 to 21:17 

5. October 30.—Strong Drink in a Nation’s Life — 
) World’s Temperance Sunday .......... Isaiah 28 : 1-13 


6. November 6.—Paul’s Experiences at Jerusalem 
4+ Acts 21718 to 23 : 24 
7. November 13.—Paul before the Roman Govetnor 
Acts 23:25 to 24: 27 
8. November 20.—Paul before the King .Acts 25 : 1 to 26 : 32 
9. Nevember 27.—Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck 


Acts 27 : 1-44 
10. December 4.—Paul in Melita and in Rome ..Acts 28 :-1-31 
11. December 11.—Paul Writes to a Friend ....:.. Philemon_ 
12. December 18.—Paul’s Last Words ...... 2 Timothy 4 : 6-38° 


13- December 25.—Review 


Or, 
Christmas Lesson.—The Visit of the Wise Men 
Matthew 2: 1-12 


DVERTISING would be quite useless unless it 
served.some useful purpose for the readers of it. 
The réady responsiveness of readers of this paper to 


useful advertisements shows that the service element 
in the advertising columns is well recognized. 





On Earth—In Heaven 
; By Julia Graydon 


HE went from earth to realms above, 
And two were left without her love, 
But in the Father’s mansions fair, 
Two babes rejoiced her coming there. 


The two on earth had known for years 
That love which quieted their fears ; 
The two in Heaven had waited long, 
To see her smile and hear her song. 


With God 

Think of being “with God”!- Not against him 
but with him, so that his power is freely offered to 
us. and his plans and purposes become our plans 
and purposes. Merely to know ‘there was an omnip- 
etent God, who could do anything, would be barren 
eomfort to us ? we knew at the same time that 
there was no connection between him and ourselves, 
But his San the Lord Jesus Christ Has bridged the 
«chasm between man and God caused by man’s sin; and 
those who have received Christ have God “with” them. 
A Keswick speaker, the Rev. W. Y. Fullerton, has 
commented illuminatingly on our. Lord’s .word in 
Mark 10:27, “With God all things are possible.” 
This.text does not say that “to God all things are 
possible. . .« It is not that God can do everything, but 
that with God I can do everything. .. . It is that 
for me, when I am with God, all things are possible; 








= Ss ° . 2 ~ 
‘ for you, when you are with God, all things are .pos- United States and the citizens thereof.” It is pro- K 
Lesson for December 11 in this Issue sible.” The converse of this is that without God it is. foundly impressive to read such a Presidential - oS ; 
Notes on Onen Letters: impossible for man to do anything really worth while: lamation of peace. One thanks God for it, with all 5 ® 
aay re ge a cre ne aa a 4 “apart from me ye can do nothing.” If we would - that it means. How much more, therefore, does it eV 
W bat er hae ae Beavis er, ee 4 have the daily, hourly experience of doing “all things” mean to read a proclamation of peace from God 25 
o_o ap epee <n nS 66 With the very omnipotence of God, let us abide in him: himself! Satan and man started the. war against os 
Feeding a Flock on the New Theology. By the, Pastor x God; only God can officially end it. God did s@ at oo 
of a College Coarch sageeesenesstoses penne esas cns tes 677 Srey and _ is his ror: new  @ a 
Why Paul Wrot i irst risonmen pistles. fa ri esus at once were tar e made ni 
By A. T. Robertson, D.D., Litt.D, LED. ..e...-, 6s The Death of Worry inthe Siaed of Casa. Wor be ic ct <a ond 
Will You Heed this Cob? Bivisariaehbaaend sates nsreéess a Worry is always a sin, for we have a Lord who he came and preached peace to you that were far off, 
Mae Lae Soran By Hear W. Frost, D.D. .......... 69 54YS that if we trust him we need not worry. God and peace to them that were nigh.” If we do not believe 
“eae Ge Mame Chole... poe) Teseeeee pledges himself to supply all our needs. Our Lord «and accept this, we can go on fighting against God; — 
General Lesson Helps. ....:......: per RR pe, 2 680-683 gives us his Word that he is our shepherd: he is not but if we'believe him, then, “being therefore justified 
EN Eos io an oC edge nhc ves? acecee tes ss cess 684 a faithless shepherd, nor is he a weak shepherd: he by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
with ‘the New Books ........c.+.++ vasceeescessoevens ++++s+ 68§ is omnipotent, and _is always faithful. This Jesus Christ.” 
The Young Peopleis Prayer-Meeting, By Bessie E. 9 means that if we trust him, and when we trust him, - 
“3 on OE ee Tet nek uates peeoeed Govekeet<ones = we cannot worry. At a Victorious Life Conference 
The Victe Mar sicd osi-docbanath ds >evdade) is sktay ©. Gri Thomed' quote - ahaiele at @ 
» Mak Marion Lawrance! oo....s--sereesscsreseescess vation Army lassie: “I don't know what's in’ the he Test of Taste 
future; but I know the Lord is in the future; and I Does your taste show that you are in good 
ee ; know I am in the Lord.” And the moral is, said health?, It is a sure test. And ft is just as true spir- 
Dr. Thomas, “Don’t Worry!” poly, a papal, pie. wace, The Sunny remot 
imes’ gifted cartoonist, writes in a personal letter: 
bg Lesson Calendar ax “What a blessing ‘sanctified taste’ is. ‘Oh, taste and 
1. October 2—Paul in Corinth ........6..eesees ts 18: 1-43 


A Peace Proclamation 


When peace has been offigially broken, only offi- 
cial action can restore, it. After the conclusion of 
actual fighting in the”Great War, in 1918, various 
actions were taken by the United States and Ger- 
many as by other nations, looking toward peace; but 
it was not until the President of the United States, 
a few days ago, made-his final official proclamation 
in the matter that citizens of this country had the 
assurance of official peace. His proclamation, dated 
Noveinber 14, rehearsed different resolutions of Con- 
gress and the signing of a treaty between the two 
nations in- August of this year, together with the 
ratifying by both countries of this treaty on Novem- 
ber 11, fo21, and then declared: “Now, therefore, 
be it‘known that I, Warren G. Harding, President 
of the United States of America, hereby proclaim 
that the war between the United States and Germany 
terminated on July 2, 1921, and cause the said treaty 
to be made public to the end that every article and 
clause thereof may be observed and fulfilled by the 


The Second Host 


NE of the delectable fields for Bible study, in 
the early books of the Old Testament, is that 
series of places that were named by the patri- 

archs in honor of their great spiritual experiences. 
Incidentally, these names fixed geographical locations, 
but primarily they fastened memorable spiritual ex- 
periences in the minds of these-men who had met 
God in the way. : 
“And Abraham called the name of that place Je- 
hovah-jireh,” reads that familiar passage from the 
mount of testing which forever fixed in the mind 
of the patriarch the truth, “The Lord will provide.” 
And the extent to which he comprehended that colos- 
sal fact may be gathered from the Saviour’s remark, 
“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; and 
he saw it, and was glad.” ° e 
Thus they went on in their pilgrimage, with these 
holy momerits. bursting upon them now and then 
and as they felt their spiritual lives refreshed and 
invigorated they appear to have taken Special care to 
rivet these surpassing experiences in their memories. 
After the lapse of centuries we are still permitted 
to travel the road with them, and, due to_their care, 
these places are all vested with deep spiritual signifi- 
cance. We have camped at Elim, and also at Marah. 
Bethel and Peniel mean far more to.us than mere 
geographical points; they are great spiritual realities. 
Among the less familiar of these remarkable names 
is the one referred to in the pas:age, “And he called 
the name of that place Mahanaim,” or as the mar- 
gin. puts it, “Two hosts.” The caravan of Jacob 
was on the move. »Shrewd man that he was, he 
found himself outclassed by the united scheming and 
vigilance of his uncle and his cousins, and decided 
that further existence in Haran was unbearable and 


; grace, and I find lots of church-members who look 
ack at 

















see that the Lord is good,’ made no appeal to me 
once. I had no taste for him and his truth about 


ou, when you are preaching the grace of 
God in Christ Jesus, just as a child would look at a 
plate of wholesome food when his stomach was filled 
with candy, Nothing tastes right to a depraved ap- 
etite, and therefore the taste is a test of health.” 
he Psalmist was in good spiritual health when he 
‘sang: * 
“How sweet ate thy words unto my taste! 
Yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” 


Have we realized the significance of-what the Son : 


of God tasted in order that we might have spiritual . 
health and enjoy the : things at God's banquet- 


ing table?’ It was ordained that “Jesus ... by the 
grace of God . .. should taste of death for ever 
man” (Heb. 2:9). Then he could say of himself, 


“He that eateth this bread shall live forever”; and 
we can say, “Thy words were found, and I did eat 
them; -and thy words were unto me a joy and the 
rejoicing of my heart” (Jer. 15:16). , 


impossible. Accordingly, he packed his, worldly goods 
upon the camels, bestowed his family aloft, and ‘ 
driving his cattle before him- stole away in the : 
night to find a new home, Hot on his trail came é 
Laban, reinforced by the male representatives of his ; 
family, and within a week they had overtaken the L 
fugitive at Mount Gilead. hat looked like the 1 
setting for a pitched battle was transformed by Jacob’s P 
firmness, and the incident ended with a treaty of | 
peace between the parties to the strifé. 
Other more dreaded foes were approaching from 
the opposite direction, and the patriarch needed some 
reat experience to steady his faith. Just at this 
juncture he lifted up his eyes and saw a second 
caravan moving alongside ‘his own. Recognizing 
it as a celestial convoy, and realizing the great spirit- 
ual import of it, Jacob said, “This is God's ost : 
and he called the name of that place Mahanaim.” 5 | 
Jacob made that day the discovery which every , 
beset man needs to make: that he was not traveling 
alone. Up to that time he had supposed himself to 
be dependent upon his own resources for‘ plans and 
for defense. Now he saw that journeying close be- 
side him moved that stately celestial host, stationed 
there by Jehovah for his comfort and protection. ‘It 
was one of the great discoveries of his life, and Ma- 
hanaim became a sacred place to him, taking rank 
with Bethel and Peniel in his spiritual experience. 
The lesson learned that day by the patriarch opened 
his eyes to a fact which he was prone to forget. 
He was subject to recurrent panic because of the 
mistaken idea that he was traveling alone. Now he 
sees life in its true perspective, and discovers that, 
so far froth being alone, another caravan of the 
hosts of God is moving with him. It is a lesson that a 
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opens a believer’s eyes to the deeper significancé of 
things... The superficial view. of what is ‘08. 
around us is seldom the right view. Things are 
not always what Oey seem. Mere n are 
tremendously deceitful, The Apostle cites as his 
rule of life, “While we look not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for 
the things which are seen are temporal, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal,” . ce 
€ are constantly in danger of losing altogether, 
the deeper interpretations of life. : 
“Earth’s crammed with heaven 
And every common bush afire with God; 
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes, — 
The’ rest sit round it and pluck blackberries.” 


Elisha’s servant in the mountain’ saw only the ap- 
proaching foe and impending disaster. The ‘prophet, 
with his spiritdal: vision, oes that the a or if- 
sight might, be given,to his servant; “and,. beh 
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
round about.” |: 

There is a marked. difference among Christian peo- 
ple with reference to this great spiritual fact. . Some 
of them seldom seem to be conscious of the presence 
of the Second Host. They are always working out 
schemes, and depending upon their own resources, as 
though completely unconscious of. guch a fact as 
Mahanaim. They seem never to ask a question con- 
cerning the @eéper meanings of life, or to take into 
account the mighty forces in the realm-of the ‘un- 
seen. They may: stand in the heart of the virgin 
forest, or at some majestic waterfall, or under, the 
shadow of a towering mountain, where. the handi- 
work of God is everywhere apparent, but there is 
never any sense of divine companionship or any hint 
of the unseen presence. Their eyes are not opened 
to anything except what is obvious on the surface. 

A railroad official was recently conducting a party 
of distinguished foreigners arourid the wonders of 
Niagara walls. They stood together in the great 
m¥stery of the Cave of the Winds, and the official 
noticed that one of the noted men of the party had 
dropped behind the rest and was standing alone with 
bared and bowed head. Not realizing at the moment 
what it meant, the railroad.man said: “My dear sir, 





Why is Christ Coming Again? 


In the: Times of October 8, speaking of our Lord’s’ 
return, you say: “He then returns. with them [those 
who have accepted Him] to this earth to reign over 
the Jews and the whole earth as King of kitigs.” 

And I cannot help asking, What for? 

You surely wouldn’t say just to fulfil prophecy. I 
think your_answer would have in it the saving’ of lost 
souls from eternal destruction to eternal life. 

And that raises other questions in my mind, What 
will be their name? We that in this dispensation are 
saved’ are called Christians; what will they be called? 
Then, too, what will be the conditions of salyation in 
that dispensation? In this age repentance and faith are 
the requisites: ‘in that age will it just be repentdnce? 
Because that will be an age of sight, will it. not,!and 
faith be unnecessary? Because then he is to come 
exalted, is he not, and in his divine power? He is not 
to come again in an emptied form, is he?—A Califotnia\ 
Reader. 


Christ is.coming again to this earth because this 
earth was created for him and belongs to him. - “For 
in him were all things created, in the heavens and 
upon the earth, things visible and things invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 
powers; all.things have been created through. him, 
and unto him” (Col. 1: 16). 

When ‘man, created in the image of God and ap- 
pointed. as God’s representative to have dominion 
over the earth, in sin rebelled against God, ke drag- 
ged the whole earth dowa with him, lest: his God- 
given dominion, and since then Satan, the usurper 
who accomplished this, has been permitted to be the 
“god of this world.” But God cannot allow this to 
go on forever. At the first coming of Christ, in: self- 
emptying and humiliation, God permitted men to 
choose whether they would be with or against him, 
and “his own” rejected him; crucifying and slaying 
him “by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God” (Acts 2:23). Having thus completed his 
substitutionary atonement for the sins of all :man- 
kind, and having been raised from the dead, our 
Christ-Creator ascended from this earth to heaven 
again, whence he “shall appear a second time, apart 
from sin, for them that wait for him, unto salvation” 
(Heb. 9: 28). 

“What for?” the California reader asks, as many 
others are asking in these days. God’s Word answers 
further : 

“For the earnest expectation of-the creation wait- 
eth for the revealing of the sons of God. For the 
creation was subjected to vanity, not of its own will, 
but by reason of him who subjected it, in hope that 
the creation itself also. stall be -delivered ‘from the 
bondage of corruption: into- the liberty ‘of :the glory 


old, . 


' “Why is Christ coming again?” 
’ because he will not and cannot abandon his earth and 
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on your hat. Don’t you know that you are run- 

ni 3 risk of taki ee a & 

i great solemnity, the foreign visitor answered, 
“I am im the preserice of God”! = 

‘He was representative of that class who are always 

conscious of the unseen Host, and whose hearts are 

sensitive to the divine approach. To those_ have 


grasped the truth of the higher companion oie i 


its protection and care, Mahanaim~% never out—o 


sight. Their own little caravans are no more a real-_ 


ity, as they pursue their pilgri , than is the s 

fast company of the Second Host. Small w 

they get more out of life than do those who see 

things only on the surface. ~ 7 
Then, too, it is only in the reserve strength of 


those divine reinforcements that victory may be con- 
fidently expected. A magnificent view of life is em- 
bodied in the proghet’s words, “For the Lord God 
will help me; thef€fore shall I not be confounded: 
therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know 
that I shall not be ashamed.” 

The beauty of that text is that things are stated 
in their’ logical sequence. First of all; the battle of 
life is not to be waged single-handed, Ms the great 
Divirie’ Ally is to bear the brunt of the t. ith 
that as‘a starting point the way is open to three other- 
wise impossible conditions; First, unshaken morale, 
“I shall not be confounded”; second, a fixed ‘deter- 
mination,” “I have set my face like a flint”; third, a 
supreme confidence, “I know that I shall not be 
ashamed.” ; 

“I know not where His islands. lift 
Their fronded palms in air; 

I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care. 


“And so beside the Silent Sea 
I wait the muffled oar, 

No harm from Hint can come to me 
On ocean or on shore.” 


Would it not be supremely worth while for us to 
have a better consciousness of the second caravan 
as we joutney along? Would it not change our sense 
of value and our interpretation of life if we knew, 
as. a_tested experience, that there are always two 
hosts instead of one? 





of the children of God, For we know that thé whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 


now. And not only so, but ourselves also, who have 
the first-fruits of. the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for our adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body” (Rom. 8: 19-23),,, ° 
Christ’s coming again to this earth is going to lib- 
erate the bodies of all believers from corruption and 
corruptibility, as “death is swallowed up in_yictory” 
(1 Cor. 13: 54)- This redeeming of the bodies of 
believers will be accompanied by the delivering of 
“creation itself ... from the bondage of corruption,” 
from its groaning and travailing in pain’ together 
until now. Other Bible prophecies shaw: that Eden 
conditions will be restored on this earth, in the ani- 
mal and vegetable kingdoms as well as for mankind. 
All this is a hint of the ‘answer to the question, 
He is coming again 





Do You Know 
What Christmas Means? 
Most Christian people do not know what 


Something of what it means—yes: but most 
of us have not realized the marv meaning 
of this Day as it is really disclosed through the 

‘ complete revelation in God's Word. 


If you believe you really know what Christ- 
mas. means, try this experiment: jot down a 
memorandum of the chief points of the meaning 
of Christmas, and talk it over in your family 
carcle or Sunday-school class, getting together 
all the points you can ; then look for an article 
on “ The Meaning of Christmas,” by Bishop 
Warren A. Candler, to appear in The Sunday 
School Times next week, and see whether he 
gives you something you have . overlooked. 
Bishop Candler’s article will surprise most of us, 
in the fresh fulness of meaning he finds in the 
earthly Birthday of our Lord. 

















_ those who will be-epposing 
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his creation to the domination of his arch ‘enemy 


tan. 
Doubtless a great soul saving work ‘men 
‘will go on during the thousand years of Christ's per- 
sonal reign over this earth as its rightful King.» On 
this question, and on other questions asked by_ th: 
California a Bible tells us little; and. what- 
ib we do fiot need to 
know. We know all that we need for this present 
age, this “now,” which is the “acceptable time.” 
As for the form and condition in which our Lord 


‘will come, the Bible is very clear on that. He will: 


come, not in self-emptying or humiliation, but in 
glory and power and exaltation. He will not, give 
men, when -he-comes again, the choice of whether to 
let him be King or not; he will, praise God, assert 
his rightful dominion, ae ne swift vengeance upon 

is coming even ‘then. 
“And I saw the heaven opened; and behold, a.white 
horse, and he that sat thereon called Faithful .and 
True; and in righteousness he doth judge and make 
war. And his eyes are-a-flame of ‘fire, and upon his 
head are many diadems; and he hath a name writ*' 
ten which no one knoweth but he himself: And-he is 
arrayed in_a Ppt = es gy with blood: and his 
name is*called The ‘Word of God. : And ott of 
his mouth proceedeth a sharp sword, that- with it he 
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them ‘with 


a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the * 


fierceness of the wrath of God, the Almighty.. And 
he hath on his garment and on his thigh a name writ,,; 
ten, Pea or Kincs AND Lorp or Lorps” (Rev. 19: 
11-16). . ate: 

The appeal that the “blessed hope” of our Lerd’s 
return made to the heart of the late Dr. John. 
Girardeau, of Columbia, S. G., theologian, pulpiteer, 
giant of the Southern Presbyterian Church, he ex-. 
pressed in these verses: 


“Thou Who from Olive’s brow did’st rise 

In splendid triumph to the skies, 

Before the rapt disciples’ eyes, ‘ 
Lord Jesus, quickly come! ep 

For Thy appearance all things pray, ig 

All nature sighs at Thy delay, 

Thy people cry, no longer stay, 
Lotd Jesus, quickly come! 


“Hear Thou the whole creation’s.. groan, 
The burdened creature’s plaintive moan, 
e cry of deserts wild and;Jone, 
Lord Jesus, quickly come! 


See signals of distress unfurled, &. 


By States on stormy billows ‘hurled, 
Bs Pole-star of a shipwrecked world — 
rd Jesus, quickly come!” 


be ack mre ee 
Those who would like to see a simple statement of the leading 
events that are to occur in connection with our Lord's return, 
together with the Bible material that sets these forth, will find 
most useful a little book recently published, “The Coming 
Day,’"* by Dr. Ford C. Ottman (to be had from The Sunday :. 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, boards, 75 cts. ; cloth, 90 cts.) 


Pat 


What Does Lost Man 
Regain Through Christ? 


Did Christ regain for us all. that was lost by Adam’s 
fall?—A Manitoba Reader. 


Yes, and much more. The sinner saved through 


faith.in Christ is not only as well off as ‘Adam was. 


before the fall: he is better off. For Christ did-more 


.than regain what Adam lost; he regained. all and 


added to that. Here is God’s Word: et re 
“Through one man sin entered into the world, and 
death through sin; and so death passed unto all.men,, 


for that all sinned: . . . But not as the. trespass, ,so,. 


also is the free gift. For if by the trespass of the 
one the many died, much more did the grace of God, 
and the gift-by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 
abound unto the many. . .> For if, by the trespass of 
the one, death reigned through the one; much midré 
shall they that receive the abundance of grace: and 
of the gift of righteousness reign in life. through 
the one, even Jesus Christ. ... Where sin abounded, 
grace did abound more exceedingly” (Rom. 5: 12-20); 

f we have received Christ as Saviour, trusting 
in his “finished work and never finished working” in. 
our behalf, we are not merely conquerors over the 
ruin that Adam wrought: “Nay, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him that loved 
us” (Rom. 8:37). 

We may say it reverently, God iswot a “fifty-fifty” 
worker or Saviour> God’s redeen¥ing grace is not 
content with merely regaining what man’s ‘sin lost: 
he goes infinitely beyond that in the, unsearchable 
riches freely given to. us thrgugh the death and res- 
urrection of his only Son our Tord Jesus Christ. 

But let no one say that this, then, puts a premium 
on sin and sinning: No: 4¢ puts @ premium on Ged's 


forgiving and redeerging grace. “What shall we say 
then? Shall we cdntinue in qa, that. grace may 
aboynd? God forbid.” Let us come to our Saviour 


with all boldness, claiming the greatest blessings we 
can think of as part of our purchased redemption ; 
and then let us hear the Holy Spirit saying: “New 
unto -him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that worketh. in us, untae him be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus unto all genérations for 
‘ever and eyer” (Bij 3-20, 21). 
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for December 11 . 


Lesson | 
Philemion .. © — ‘ 


Lesson Helps That Do Not Hinder 


you will find nothing in The Sunday School 
‘Times’ lesson helps what shakes one’s faith in~ 
the Bidle. ‘here are more than a dozen different 
treatments of the lesson in every issue of the 
‘Times, written by men and women who know 
that the whole Bible is the Word of God: 

Briraun’s GREATEST DevoTionAL Writer, Dr. Alex- 
ander Smellie. r 


Tue Lesson Maprep Out, by Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, a prince of- Bible teachers. 


Tue IRoNMASTER’s CHALLENGE To Busy MEN, by 
William H. Ridgway. 
Tue Lesson Pizor, by Dr. Howard A. Banks. 


An EpucarionaL PrincipLe every week, by Pro- 
fessor Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D. 


Vivip, GRIPPING ANECDOTES in the Illustration Round- 
Table. 


INCISIVE CaRToons, by E. J. Pace. 
“LirtLe Jetts” fountain pen pictures in black and 





white, by Wade C. Smith. \ 
“One MINUTE MISSION TALK,” by Homera Homer- 
Dixon. ~ 


For THe Primary TEACHER, by Mrs. Mary Foster 
Bryner. 

Your Crass or Girts, by Mrs. S. H. Askew. 
a Cxass or Boys, by an advertising man, Paul 

eqs. | 

Tue Lesson’s Propuecy, by the Times’ Associate 
Editor. 

From THE PLatrorM, by Philip E. Howard. 

Home Darry Brste Reapincs, by the Director of 
the Great Commission Prayer League. 

Tue Younc Propre’s MeetinG, by Paul Rader’s 
former Secretary, Bessie E. Stockwell. 


Real Bible Scholarship 


BRAINS and belief often go together — though 
some would have us believe they do not. 
Some of the world’s greatest Bible scholars are 
to-day making masterly contributions in defense 
of ‘the faith once for all delivéted.’’ The Sun- 
day School Times brings you their most illumi- 
nating findings. These scholars, among others, 
will write for the Times in 1922: 


Sm Wurm M. Ramsay, D.D., D.C.L., LL.D., 
Litt.D., the greatest living archeological authority in 
New Testament fields. 

Proressor Rosert Dick Wiutson, Ph.D., D.D., mas- 
ter of twenty-six languages. 

Proressor Metvin Grove Kyte, D.D., LL.D., the 
Times’ Archeological Editor, just back from a trip 
through Bible lands, 

Tue Rev. Wi H. Grirriru Tuomas, D.D., formerly 
ef Oxford, Eng., who can “deal with the mgst subtle 
difficulties of scientific and theological thought, and 
at the same time present a message fitted to the un- 
derstanding and heart of a little child.” 

~Proressor A. T. Ropertson, Th.M., D.D., LL.D., 
the recognized authority in America and abroad’ oa 
the Greek of the New Testament. 


Archeology’s Thrills 


“PRINE of digging up, or deciphering, some- 
thing several thousand years old that agrees 
exactly with the Bible! The archeologists keep 
on doing this,—and dealing death-blows to the 
denials of the Higher Criticism. Professor Melvin 
Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., conducts the Times’ 
department of ‘‘Archeology and the Bible.’’. He 
went again to Palestine and Egypt in 1921, 
gathering the latest news of exploration without 
the hindering presence of the Turk. His depart- 
ment keeps you posted in this wondertul field. 
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HIS page gives you a glimpse— 
only a glimps¢—of some of the 
good things in store for readers of The 
Sunday School Times during. 1922. 
A leaflet containing these same an- 
_ mouncements in fuller form may be 
had free of charge upon request, as 
many as you wish, for distribution 
among your friends and co-workers 
who you believe ought to have this 
_Fich repast. 











Can You Get Your Work Done? 


Most Christian people to-day are not getting 

their work done in a satisfying way. Either 
they are attempting too much, or they have not 
learned how to organize their time and strength. 
Take your own case: are you meeting all service- 
promises on time? Are you giving the proper 
amount of time daily to God’s Word? Is your 
prayer life what it should be? Does your home- 
life, with your own family, receive the time and 
attention it should? There are Christian men 
and women who are solving these problems in 
their own experience. The answers to these 
questions will be given by - 


Tue Busy CurisTIAN MOTHER 
Tue CuristiaAn Business MAN, 
Tue Busy Crry Pastor 
Tue Busy Country Pastor 
Tue Crowpep CHRISTIAN COLLEGE STUDENT 
Tue CurisTIAN Girt IN BusINEss 





Live Ways of Working 


WITH its new ‘* Ways of Working’’ Editer, 
; Hugh Cork, whose experience as an all- 
round Sunday-school practical man and expert is 
so notable, thé Times is prepared to give its 
readers the richest program in its history for 
making the local Sunday-school successful. In 
addition to descriptions of successful methods of 
work in almost every issue, the follqwing features 
will appear from time to time : 





“Question Boxes ror SuNDAY-scHOOL WorkERs,” 
conducted by Sunday-school experts. 


Wor.p-wwe SuNDAY-sCHOOL NEws 

Osject Lessons ror YOUNG PEOPLE 

PARENTS’ PROBLEMS 

PrizE CoNTESTS ON = 
How I Prepare My Lesson for Teaching 
How I Teach the Lesson in Class 
What Makes a Good County Convention? 
What the Convention Did for Our School 
How We Won and Held a Large Attendance - 


The Wandering Jew Returns 


ARE you keeping in touch with the sensationa. 

happenings among the Jews of the whole 
world,— the most pregnant events in their whole 
history since, they stoned Stephen? The dry 
bones of Jewry, in Ezekiel’s vision, are beginning 
to come together before receiving life again at the 
Coming of Him whom they rejected, One of 
the most remarkable departments in any religious 
journal of to-day is ‘‘ The Jew and the Newspaper,”’ 
appearing every few weeks exclusively in The Sun- 
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. @ay School Times, and conducted by the Founder 


ef the New York Jewish Evangelization Society, 
Thomas M. Chalmers. It throws a flood of up-to- 
date light on the Old Testament lessons of 1922. 


Your Reserve Teaching Material 


ONSTANTLY you find the need of informa- 
tion, do you not, when preparing a Sunday- 
school lesson for teaching, that is not given even 
in the every-week lesson-help in the ‘Times or 
elsewhere? It is to meet this need that the 
‘Times secures its now famous and almost unique 
‘‘sidelights’’ on the lessons from the world’s 
greatest Bible teachers. On the rich Old Testa- 
ment lessons for r922, the following : 


IsraEL’s FaiturE AND Gop’s FAITHFULNESS 
THE MINISTRY OF PROPHETS 
Baa. WorsHip: Wuat Dip It Mean? 
ELIJAH, THE MAN AND THE TYPE 
Miractes: WHat THEY. WerE, AND Wuy 
Dw EuisHa Get His “Dousie Portion”? 
Were THERE Two Isarans? of 
Is Gon’s Worp Perrect AND UNBREAKABLE? 
TueE Jews’ Exire, THEN AND Now 
Tue Jews’ ResToraTION, PAst AND FuTURE 
THE MEANING oF EZzEKIEL’s PropHECY 
' DANIEL AND THE HiGcHer Critics 





Tue Great IMAGE AND THE Wortp To-pay * 


. THe Giory oF Gop’s TEMPLES 
THe WALLS oF JERUSALEM 


The Adventures of Missions 


TRAIGHT from the mission fields ef the whole 
world come the missionary adventures; news, 
remance, perils, persecutions, and adversities that 
the ambassadors of the Cross of Christ are expe- 
riencing under the Captain of theic Salvatien. The 
Sanday School Times family keeps in touch with 
both the nearest and the farthest outpests of what 
taany believe is the great last campaign ef evan- 
gelism before the Lord’s return, 

Further facts as to the inroads of Modernism 
and the Higher Criticism in the mission field, and 
what Christian people in the homelands can do to 
counteract this injury to Christian missions, will 
be published from time to time. 





Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly ? 


“| ET us not grovel for the beetles and the 
i: earthworms of almost forgotten faiths which 
may perchance be discovered beneath the stones 
and sod of the Old Testament, while thé violets 
and .the lilies-of-the-valley of a sweet and lowly 
faith are in bloom on every page, and every oracle 
revealed within the Word of God is jubilant with 
songs of everlasting joy. The true religion of 
Israel eame down from God arrayed in the beau- 
tiful garments of righteousness and life. We can- 
not substitute for this heaven-made apparel a robe 
of human manufacture, however fine it be.’”’_~ 


Thus writes Professor Robert Dick Wilson in a 
series to appear exclusively in the Times in 1922, 
answering the question ‘‘ Is the Higher Criticism 
Scholarly ?’’ By sheer scholarship of the most 
unanswerable sort he showsfrom his amazing store 
ef learning that the positions and claims of the 
Higher Criticism are unscholarly, incagsistent, 
and hopelessly untenable, judged by either scien- 
tific accuracy or ordinary common sense. It is a 
direct attack on the so-called ‘‘ Modern View,’’ 
with which the critics must reckon. 











Why not start a club of subscribers (five 
To Individual *™*© thus saving fifty cents on every 
: subscription) in your school or neighbor- 
hood, if dne doesn’t already exist there ? 
In this way you can introduce others to 
the paper, and to all'the help that it provides. Just ask 
to-day for as many free specimen copies as you can) wisely 
use, and copies of the 1922 Prospectus, which gives the con- 
tents of this page and more. The club rates are on page 687 
in this issue. 


Subscribers 


Now is the time to extend the usefulness 
of The Sunday School Times to new 
teachers in your school, and to bring it to 
the attention of ahy who should become 
members of your club. Free specimen 


To Club 


Organizers 


copies of the Times, and of the 1922 Prospectus, which gives the _ 


contents of this page and more, may be had upon request. 
Additions to a club of five’or more may be made at any time, 
at the rate of 3 cents a week to the end of the current club 
subscription. 


Thousands are becoming acquainted with 
For the _the Times through the thoughtfulness of 
“Not Yet” present —— who are sending the 
: paper to friends near and far under the 
Subscriber “*Get-Acquainted” plan,—a 10 weeks’ 
subscription for 25 cents. Some of the most striking of the special 
articles mentioned on this page will appear during the period cov- 
ered by a “ Get-Acquainted” subscription sent in at this time. 
If the way is not clear for you to send many ‘Get-Acquainted™ 
subscriptions in this way, then just send to The Sunday Séhool 
Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, the names and addresses 
of friends who do riot yet take the paper. Thank you! 


































































Working” department we want brief every few : 
accounts of what has actually happened in -school and church, and of other Christian work. There are twenty thousand Sunday-school conventions held in North America each year, 
No doubt some “ theories” are interesting, some stories “ founded on fact" are-quite readable, but and thousands of books, with h of periodicals, are being circulated; through all these 
that which has actually been accomplished is what stirs and helps folks. channels new and effective ““ Ways of Working” are being passed on, and The Sunday School 

And if contribution touches upon Bible truth or the spiritual life, it must be, to appear in Times wants to from who are pr such’ methods successful. These conventions, 
these columns, a real contribution to the upbuilding of evangelical Christian Times © institutes, books, and periodicals are being tr into practical activities m many schools and 
family knows where this journal stands concerning the old faith. ba ae See ee See mm these columns ; and your co-operation 

Will you send us Your questions—those pertaining-to your problems? An Elementary omits “a . 

oon ge a comell On: titan aha 404 Saal ak saen tte ee If you need help in some practical line of Siday-school or church work which you do not 
culive Gusta-dl enp er Giles aa Uae will answer questions in Teacher-T: Oe ee ae fan ee Editor and tell 
the Home Department, and Temperance Marion Lawrance will continue to deal him just you co-operation is likely to help not only yourself, but many others. 
quudleat oh queseal Suadequechoel woth, ont have, tam edad te tele the Sauiemal HUGH CORK. 


Educati Director of Bethany Temple Presbyterian 
rox Sunday-School, Philadelphia 
The president and teacher do not’ seem to work in to- 
operation in our erganized Bible class, and so many of 
the men are losing interest. The president seems to think 
the teacher has nothing to do with anything in the class 
but the teaching of the lesson, What is the proper rela- 
tion of the president and teacher of a well organized class? 
R what does your class exist? I understand 
its purpose is to unfold the truths of God’s Word. 
Therefore the central figure and the heart of the 
activities of the class are the teacher and his lesson. 
The teaching period lays bare the truth, and is there- 
fore. in a sense “The ‘School of Theory.” All other 
activities of the class either during the class hour 
or through the week should be to incarnate these 
truths in the lides of men, and therefore may be 
designated “The School of Practise.” 


he | ‘ _ How a 
‘would the sanitarium succeed in restoring health i 


the senecal, treaieents of ms (a staff were not 
supporte y the proper physical activities super- 
vised by the staff of nurses and attendants? "hind 
who would expect anything from a sanitarium whose 
nurses and attendants did not keep in close touch 
with and follow minutely the instructions of the 
medical directors? Men’s needs, God’s truths, and 
the teacher of these truths, are the reasons for the 
class. It follows therefore that the teacher, who is 
the first officer of the class, should be loyally supported 
by the class president, who should always consult 
him and see that all class activities are in line with 
what the teacher is trying to accomplish. 





Our class seems not to know how to find the passages 
of Scripture called for. So much so that our leader when 
he turns to the lesson gives the number of the page in 
the Bible where it is found. How can we overcome this 
embarrassment? 


peeReT of all encourage each member to bring his 
own Bible, yet have some to supply those who have 
none. Why not use five minutes before the lesson 
for “polishing the sword,” by having a drill on the 
location of the books of both Old and New Testa- 
ments? The teacher will be wise to mix many Scrip- 
ture references with his lesson, and at first call for 
volunteers to look them up. Later he can make as- 
signments, and thus have the class read from the Bible 
itself. The use of the Word more than the memoriz- 
ing of the books makes one efficient in locating Scrip- 
ture. Some such plan as this drives the class to study 
at home where to find each book, and soon the em- 
barrassment is overcome. 

Our superintendent rather insists that our class shall be 
in the opening exercises of the main school, but our men 
prefer to be in their own class-room having their cwn 
opening service. What would you advise? 

LWAYS keep in mind that your class is part of 

the school, and therefore under instruction of the 
superintendent. Do not show a rebellious spirit. - Yet 
your difficulty is a serious one. ,Your class officers 
should wait upon the superintendent amd pastor, and 
make plain to them the mind of the men, emphasizing 
the point that the class will grow in numbers, offer- 
ings, and interest if they can meet alone. Get them 
to give you a chance of trying it out for one month, 
and thus test it to the satisfaction of all. 








We have a large Adult Class, well organized. Our class 
feel that we should not turn over our offerings to the 
school treasurer, but, say once a month, make an appro- 
priation to the school’s expenses. Are we doing right? 

MPHATICALLY, no! Supposing every class in 
the school did the same, where would the school 
expense come from? You surely do not want a fot 
of little schools within one large one. -No, the thing 








A Word from Hugh Cork 
The Times’ New “ Ways of Working” Editor 


to do is to have the whole. of the class offering turned 
over each Sunday to the school treasurer, and the 
school treasurer should pay every legitimate expense 
of the class. for class socials and special class 


objects your class treasurer should have a special - 


fund made up ‘of special offerings from the class. 
Occasionally a second offering in the class can go to 
this special fund, but never divide the regular class 
offering for this purpose. 


ye 
Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charies A. Oliver 
Teacher-Training Superintendent of the Pennsylvania 
State bath School Association 

We need trained teachers in our -scheot. It is 
difficult, however, to interest our. present teachers, and 
I have thought of organizing a class of young people in 
the Senior Department of the school: Do you find that young 
men and young women of sixteen or sevent b in- 
terested in the course of study? Do you have evidence of 

continued interest on their part? : 
ERHAPS I cannot do better than to answer your 
' query: by quoting from: three letters I find on my 

desk to-day. ‘ ‘ 
A Reformed Church pastor writes, “Kindly send 
“me the fourth paper for Miss ... This will 
then complete the work of the class, which has been 











a most strenuous: work indeed. Miss came 
twenty-five miles to take this-examination.” 
The wife of a Presbyterian minister says, “Next 


Sunday I statt another class. One beautiful -thing 
about the course is. that the young people want to 
teach when they are through with the ie Fe 

A United Presbyterian teacher writes, “You will 
be pleased to learn that fwo of the graduates of the 
First Standard Course have expressed the purpose to 
become missionaries, and have gone to a training 
school.” ‘ 





I am writing to you for information. Who is to teach 
in teacher-training courses? I am a stranger in Pennsyl- 
vania. Previous to my marriage I was-a teacher in the 
public schools of Kansas, serving for nine years. Besides 
being a graduate of the Hiawatha Kansas High School, 
class of 1906, I finished at Kansas University, class of 1911, 
and had post-graduate work at Wisconsin “University. I also 
have a state life certificate to teach in Kansas. Now the as- 
sertion has been made that I cannot teach the training 
course because I have not taken the course myself. I de- 
sire.to know the rule in the matter. I want to serve loyally 
and honestly. 


cc IS not necessary that the teacher of a teacher- 
training course shall have taken the course herself. 
Many teachers of these classes are not themselves 
graduates of the course they teach.- A very large 
number, indeed, take the official examinations with 
the class and receive the diplomas or certificates with 
the classes they teach. : 

Your school and college training and your experi- 
ence as a public schoel teacher have given you a 
fine preparation for the leadership of a Sunday-school 
teacher-training class, and I am exceedingly glad 
that you are making your equipment available to the 
church. With love for the Saviour and the fulness 
of the Holy Spirit’s enduement you may perform a 
work of great value to Christ and his Church on 
earth. 





In bringing your chyrch and Sunday-school to the maxi- 
mum of efficiency, afe you taking advantage of the up-to- 
date devices and equipment that modern ingenuity has 
made available ? If not,-and if you wish help in any phase 
of your work, will you not write to the Service Devect- 
ment of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, so that you may be promptly put in touch 
with Supply Houses that can supply what you need? 





Bible Class work. The “‘ Bureau of Information” 
weeks, 








Would yow invite colored te join your departntent? 
And how would you take care of such members? | There 
are many colored servants here, and quite a large colony 
of them not far away. I believe much could be done 
among. them through the study of God’s Word and the 
organization of the Home Department. They have a church 
of their own not so far away. 


O, I WOULD not invite the colored people to 
join my department. I have had no little experi- 
ence in that line, and it does not work out to the best 


advantage of either party. Your plan, I think, should 
the people im the church’ 


be-te arouse interest among 
to which you refer and help them organize a depart- 
ment. Mrs. LeRoy Sterling, the Pasion County 
Home Department Superintendent, 124 Knight Ave- 
nue, Collingswood, N. J., has beén very successful in 
organizing Home Departments in colored Sunday- 
schools, and I am quite sure she would be, glad: to 
give you information.and. help .on the: question. 


We are planning a Parents’ Class for the Home Depart- 
ment members of both sexes for this winter. We are 





to meet every other Monday evening at the home of one - 


of our members. The question has been asked if we should 
invite mothers of other ents in our Sunday-school 
and parents of the church who d6 not belong to any de- 
partment. Would we be overstepping by doing so? 

OU do not state whether there is any other effort 

being made. along this, line in your Sunday-school. 
But assuming that yours is the only class in “Parents’ 
Training,” you ought not only to invite, but urge 
every mother and father in your entire church and 
school to join with you. Be careful not to attempt 
too technical a program. Let your first effort be to 
meet the present need among your'own members. 
Try to secure a free discussion of each problem. 
Avoid personal incidents and references to individ- 
uals in specific cases. If a case is told to demonstrate 
a point, relate it as: “I know of a case that would 
demonstrate this point, and so on,” but do not men- 
tion names. 


I have tried to get a Home Department started here, but 
our Sunday-school superintendent says he does not think 
much of it and doesn’t care to have the expense to start 
it paid out of the school money. I could pay for it myself 
of course, but I don’t think that is the way to do it. What 
would you do in my placé?—E. B. 

THINK I would start a revolution in that school, 

and end up by instituting democratic school gov- 
ernment — however, you need not care, for I can as- 
sure you that your own denominational publishing 
house will be glad to furnish you free of charge a’! 
the quarterlies you need to start .with, You may 
say, when you write them, that I said so. 

I would suggest that you organize a Home Depart- 
ment Council to care for the work, with a secretary 
and treasurer; that you bank what money is contrib- 
uted, and use it for the furtherance of the depart- 
ment, and that you use every effort to make your 
department.a help to the Sun 
the homes, and a revelation to that blind superinten- 
dent of yours. 








What can I do to make some of my Visitors more inter- 
ested in their work? They are very careless; sometimes 
not delivering the quarterlies until two or three weeks 
after the beginning of the Quarter. They seem to have no 
vision of the wonderful opportunity offered them sto serve 
the home in their capacity as Visitors. Their work is done 
in a most perfunctory manner. ~ Each of these Visitors has 
plenty of time and could do splendid work if she really 
wanted to. I am very much discouraged.—Mrs. W. T. M. 


At A RECENT county conference, a similar ques- 

tion was asked, and [ wish there. was room in 

this paper to tell you alf the various suggestions of- 
(Continued on page 687) 
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turned to the state from which I had gone, 

I was, by | Eastern experience, “equipped” 
for the ministry. But what an pga A pro- 
fessional ambition ; a mutilated Bible; a self-sufficient 
spirit; a Gospel in which evolution had superseded 
redemption, and human intuition had displaced_the 
blessed hope. But was I wholly to blame? Had 
not my attention been repeatedly called to the sight 
of the alumni sitting in the seats of the mighty, and 
did not the mighty control the destiny of the church? 
Furthermore, was not ambition for place justifiable 
if the coveted position is to be used in the service 
of humanity? The holding of these subtle errors is 
causing many a minister to grieve the Holy Spirit. 

The idealism of the New Theology is one of its 
subtlest dangers. Its ambition is unrestrained. ‘Christ 
speaks of saving some in this generation by the deep 
sacrifice of the cross, while the New Theology glibly 
speaks of capturing the world in this generation by 
controlling the intrinsic social forces operating now 
in humanity. It substitutes the spirit of altruism 
for the sacrifice of Christ, and looks upon the Christ 
as merely the example of altruism. It has no pro- 
vision for the indwelling Holy Spirit who reveals 
the things of Christ to succeeding generations. With 
it all, it has an intellectual plausibility that attracts 
the surface and liberal thinker. ‘ 

But the need of the human heart will correct all 
theology. I have discovered through great trial and 
‘agony of spirit that my own heart and the hearts 
_of the people care nothing for the stamp of so- 
called -scholarship or scientific approval, for as the 
hart panteth after the water brooks, so our souls 
thirst for, the living God. As Milton said of the 
people of *England when the English preachers were 
not godly men, so it may always be said under such 
— “The hungry sheep look up and are not 
‘e Aud 

I arrived at'my church as the new and “equipped” 

astor on a chilly September morning. About fifteen 
indifferent pewren met me. There was no fire in 
the stove, and little warmth in their hearts. The 
church was in the last stages of indifference and 
disorganization. They had literally driven the pre- 
ceding: pastor away. I witnessed the departure of 
his sorrowing family. If ever there was a place for 
an “equipped” man to try his powers that was the 
place. 


That Non-Committal Official Board 


It is strange to me even now as I think of it that 
I had no feeling of discouragement over the pros- 
pect. My self-sufficiency was great. My equipment 
was not altogether bad. I had youthful enthusiasm 
and ‘a gracious approach: My sermons were well 
received, and soon the preaching services were well 
attended. The Sunday-school began to grow. As 
this interest began to manifest itself I began laying 
plans for advance. These plans were brought to the 
official board. ~The only way I cam describe that 
official board is to say that it was non-committal. 


A: THE close of my theological course I re- 


* It was almost entirely composed of retired farmers 


who merely sat around waiting for their rents and 
let others do the thinking of the community. They 
waited for the preacher to make all the suggestions, 
and his suggestions were indifferently received un- 
less they involved the expenditure of money, in which 
case they were usually turned down. The commit- 
tees that were appointed would forget to meet until 
the pastor called them together and forced an action. 
Thus the activity of that church for the first months 
of my ministry was almost wholly the activity of one 
man and a few women. 

After a few months of that pastorate I made an 
additional discovery. It was that somehow the work 
I tried to do was strangely thwarted. Trying things 
were continually happening, such as when elaborate 
plans were made for some special occasion a main 
participant would fail me. In finding out the diffi- 
culty I discovered the most trying condition that I 
have ever met in my ministry. It was that one lay- 
man had literally been the czar of that church for 
twenty years. © one was kinder to his pastor 
than he to me, but, as I later found out, he had op- 
posed me bitterly from the very beginning. It was 
because I had adopted a democratic policy of get- 
ting everybody to work. He was desirous of do- 
ing all the conspicuous work himself, and of having 
as his associates only those who would obey him. 
He never showed open displeasure, but always agreed 
to proposed plans, and then if they did not suit he 
would quietly undermine them at his leisure. This 
had been tolerated until it had become the accepted 
order. He paid so much (?) that the people could 


not afford to offend him. He was a well-to-do man, 
His rule had 
literally 


and gave about fifty dollars a year. 
prevailed so long that the church was 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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And never ing the real problem — that of sin 


By the 


atrophied. And in addition to all this it was well 
known that he leagued with corrupt politicians, and 
had a wife who was most deceivingly wicked. Her 
“= was like the sting of a furious viper. . 

On fully realizing this situation all my fighting 
spirit was aroused. I was sure that I was righteously 
indignant. And while I was indignant I went far 
vg = to hate the man along with his evil deeds. 
My first and persistent resolve was to put that man 
in his prover place, the cost not considered. 

How.vital it is that a pastor be sure of his own 
spiritual life before he makes any move! Anything 
in church life is wrong that is not in harmony with 
the most exalted Christliness. That, and that alone, 
should dictate the policy of the church. In that way 
is the leading of the Holy Spirit. Expediency to 
suit occasions is a sin that must always be atoned 
for in failure. Good motives cannot justify it. 

I proceeded to leave that man off all important 
duties where I had control. But I was feeling the 
satisfaction of revenge in doing it— that was wrong. 
As soon as he discovered what I was doing he vol- 
untarily withdrew from everything, thinking thereby 
to kill the work of the church and get the people to 
demand my removal. The work did: lag fearfully 
for a year after that, but, strange to say, the peo- 
ple did not respond to his wishes. It was probably 
because he had never allowed them to take the ini- 
tiative in anything. It was also because some new 
families moved in who were strangers to the situation 
and began to carry the work. 


The Man Who Would “Run” the Church 


His next move was open and severe opposition, 
and during that time I became so discouraged at the 
seeming indifference of the people concerning the 
outcome and so thwarted by this. man’s antagonism 
that for two annual conferences I asked to be re- 
moved in order to escape, The request was not 
granted. At the end of the fourth year I ceased to 
request a move—I demanded it. But that story 
must wait until the next chapter of these experiences. 

It may seem_to some that the rehearsal of the above 
details are out of place in such a discussion, but I 
have given them in order to show that Christianity 
anywhere in the world must meet definitely sinful 
conditions. These universal conditions force every 
preacher to ask himself the question, Is my heart life 
in harmony with the Christ who overcame the world? 
If the minister can answer that in the affirmative he 
can be happy in any field with the consciousness that 
he is God’s man, where God wants him. I want on 
this and every occasion to challenge that prevalent 
and false idea that a man’s belief has little to do with 
practical things, so long as his “morals” are right. 
I want to challenge it with the proof of my own 
experience that no man can have a right moral life 
apart from the one condition of righteousness through 
faith in Christ Jesus. We are in the dispensation 
where the keeping of the law depends upon the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Under the hard conditions which I have described 
in that charge I labored and suffered for four 
years before God was able to show me the center of 
the difficulty. Had I been living in the true light 
my soul wculd have as.immediately sensed the error 
as the ear of an accomplished musician detects a 
discord. The devil was continually making me be- 
lieve that the situation was unusual, and that there 
was no use in my wasting my time where I was not 
appreciated and was getting nowhere. I listened to 
that siren voice, little realizing that all fields have 
but one problem,—the problem of sin,—and that 
they differ only in degree. And little did I realize 
that the preacher who has no Gospel for the most 








On Reading a Volume 
of Modern Sermons 


By the late Canon Ainger 
Master of the Temple, London 


ITH eager hand that oft has sliced 
At Gentile gloss or Jewish fable, 
Before the crowd you lay the Christ 
Upon the lecture table. 


From bondage to the old beliefs 
You say our rescue must begin; 

But J want refuge from my griefs 
And saving from my sin. 


The strong, the easy, and the glad 
Hang blandly listening on your word; 
But J am sick, and J am sad, 
And J need Thee, O Lord. 


Pastor of a College Church 
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I am 


difficult field likewise has none for the easiest. 
sure that here is the cause of the prevailing unrest 
of the ministry in these days. Thousands of preachers 
are going, or wanting to go, here and there, whose 
ideas are leading them away from God and in whose 
hearts there is the insatiable 4 of prodigal sons. 


Their souls loathe the husks, w 
that they think they are already in the Father’s house. 
I had not learned prayer. was exceedingly self- 
dependent. I had the idea that since I possessed 
the “principles of religion” I.ought to be able by 
argument and persuasion to.get others into the faith. 
This I tried to do with all the strength of my life, 
and suffered the agonies of the lost because of my 
lack of success. My continued failure hung like a 
pall over my spirit. I want to say in behalf of the 
maligned New Theologians that many of them, at 
least some of them, are as sincere as any men, but 
I have never met a sincere one that was satisfied. 
Such men need prayer more than condemnation. The 
story comes from one of our Eastern relief workers 
that an emaciated woman was passing along the line 
for relief, and when she saw that they were dispensing 
some kind of fruit she cried out, “Oh, we are dyin 
of grass bread and sour fruit: give. us meat.” i 
want to say that the dissatisfied New Theologian 
knows the meaning of that cry. If you take from 
the Word of God all but ethical principle and moral 
guide lines and try to fill the vacancy with philosophy, 
social service reports, and surveys, the hunger be- 
comes unbearable. It goes without saying that the 
church that such a man serves becomes just as hun- 


ile the pity of it is 


gry. 

My church was active in many ways, and was do- 
ing what it could in its own strength with good pur- 
pose, but it was an utter stranger to that life which 
expects and sees the activity of Ged. It saw no 
miracles. 

As their pastor I tried to make up in activity what 
I lacked in power. I was ceaselessly trying to get 
a combination of efforts which would be electric with 
results. It never came. Instead I found worry and 
heartbreak and; toward the last, a state close akin 
to nervous prostration. I learned in my own body 
how hard it is for a man to try to do the work and 
carry the load that only the strong Son of God can 
o and bear. I say “try to do it,” fer ne man can 

oO it. 


What the Colored Brother Borrowed! 


Why could I not see where lay the center of the 
difficulty? I do not know except as I take Paul’s 
explanation and say that my eyes were blinded by 
the powers of darkness. In the second year of those 
dark days I read a paper before a body of ministers 
in which, in the most confident and liberal fashion, I 
dealt with some of the fundamental matters of ‘the 
faith, The paper was especially commended by two 
strong men, both of whom have since largely lost 
their place of power in the ministry. One brother 
said to me that if I had dared to read that paper in 
that body ten years sooner it would have been fatal 
to my reputation. He also said that many of the 
men there—he indicated some of the more unedu- 
cated brethren — would not have remained quiet had 
they understood the language. “You stated it so 
smoothly they did not get it,” he said. I have a 
brother who is somewhat deaf. One day I was ex- 
pressing to him my regrets concerning his condition. 
“Tt is not so bad as you think,” he replied. “A lot of 
noises that keep you from concentrating your thought 
do not bother me.” - There are unschooled, earnest, 
Spirit-filled preachers who are envying the educated 
fellows, but who do not realize what agony they have 
missed in not being able to follow the drunken me- 
anderings of the modern intellectuals. 

At the close of that ministers’ meeting a simple- 
hearted and earnest colored preacher asked me for 
the paper that he might study it. I have never seen 
the paper since. I hope he was wholly unable to get 
its import. When the stubble and the gold are tested 
I hope it will not appear. What a blessed thing to 
rest in the blood of the Lamb! 

During my fourth year in that charge some elab- 
orate material improvements took place, and alto- 
gether such a record was made that I deemed it an 
opportune time to escape the unsuitable conditions. 
Surely, I thought, what I have done this year will 
recommend me highly. But I discovered that the way 
of a man is not in himself. 


(To be concluded in next week's issue) 
*. 


A hymn-book that contains the cream ¢ our great- 
est hymn writers — Stebbins, Gabriel, Sankey, and 
ethers —is Victorious Life Hymns, published by The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at 60 cents a copy, or $55 a hundred. 
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Note by the Author 


It is assumed in this article that Paul was set free from 
his first Koman imprisonment. We are concerned, there- 
fore, with the Epistles written by him during the first 
imprisonment in Rome. That leaves out of consideration 
Second Timothy, which was written during the second 


Roman imprisonment and shortly before Paul’s death. The. 


first period lasted from A. D. 59 or 60 to 63 or 64. We can- 
not be precise in the present state of our knowledge. If 
Paul was released by Nero, it was certainly before the 
burning of Rome in A. D. 

Hence the four Epistles (Philippians, Philemon, Colos- 
sians, Ephesians) come within the limit of these years. 
It is hardly likely that either of them was written for 
a year after Paul’s arrival in Rome since they were writ- 
ten because of new conditions that arose’ after reaching 
Rome. There are, indeed, some scholars who argue that 
one or all of these Epistles were written whiie Paul was a 
prisoner in Caesarea, or even during an unknown imprison- 
ment in Ephesus. But there is little likelihood that either 
of these theories will gain a substantial following. 

But it is not clear in what precise order these four prison 
Epistles were written. We know that Philemon, Colos- 
sians, and Ephesians were sent by the same messengers, 
Onesimus was the bearer of the Epistle to Philemon (v, 
12) and was associated with Tychicus as bearer of the 
Epistle to the Colossians (4: 7-9). Tychicus was also the 
bearer of the Epistle to the Ephesians (6:21). Hence 
these three epistles were written at approximately the 
same time, since the same bearers carried them. What 
we do not knew is whether the Epistle to the Philippians 
preceded the three or was written after them. 

The arguments are pretty evenly balanced. Paul was 
expecting release when he wrote Philippians (1 : 25), and 
also when he wrote to Philemon (v. 22). He hopes to visit 
both Philippi and Colossae. It is probable that no great 
length of time transpired between the writing of Philip- 
pians and Philemon, and that they belong towards the 
close of the first imprisonment. Some time was required 
for the coming of Epaphroditus from Philippi and for ex- 
change of messages between Epaphroditus and the. Philip- 
pians before his return (Phil. 2:26). But Philippians has 
an echo in chapter three of the doctrinal discussion. con- 
cerning justification by faith, the keynote in Galatians and 
Romans in answer to the Judaizers, and also a forecast in 
chapter two of the great Christological argument in Colos- 
sians and Ephesians in anwer to the Gnostics. This fact 
does not show conclusively that Philippians antedates 
Colossians and Ephesians, but it is enough to turn the 
scales when the «arguments afe so evenly balanced. So 
then we may think of Philippians as written shortly before 
the others, probably about A. D. 61. 





Epistle to the Philippians is made plain enough 

in the Epistle itself. The church in Philippi 
had been the very first to help Paul in his missionary 
propaganda among the Gentiles (Phil. 4:15). They 
had helped him in Thessalonica.(4:16) and in Cor- 
inth (2 Cor. 11:9; Acts 18:5), and now at length 
after considerable interval they had sent Epaphro- 
ditus with a bountiful supply of good things for the 
need of the great apostle whom they loved (Phil. 
4:10, 18). 

But Epaphroditus was taken ill soon after his ar- 
rival in Rome, probably an ecute attack of the ter- 
rible Roman fever, and came near to death’s door 
(2:26, 30). He had risked his very life “for the 
work of rist” as many another hero of the cross 
has done through the ages. Now at last Epaphro- 
ditus has recovered and is eager to return, and all 
the more so since he has heard that the Philippians 
knew of his illness (2: 25, 26). Paul takes advantage 
of the return of .Epaphroditus to send a letter of 
appreciation of the kindness of the Philippians, But 
he also explains how things are going with him dur- 
ing the imprisonment at Rome, and shows that it has 
all turned out rather for the progress of the Gospel 
than otherwise, in spite of the bitter jealousy of some 
of the brethren (Judaizers) who seek to raise up 
affliction for his bonds. The soldiers in the Prae- 
torian guard have heard of Christ by means of Paul’s 
chain as he went with his guard among the sol- 
ders, and some even in Caesar’s household have fol- 
lowed Christ. 

Paul himself is full of joy in the midst of his 
trials. In fact, the keynote of the Epistle is joy 
in Christ. Paul had learned the secret of content- 
ment in the riches of Christ, who dwelt in him and 
mastered his life so completely that he felt an iden- 
tification of spirit and aims with Christ. And yet he 
was never satisfied with his knowledge of Christ or 
with his likeness to Christ. The passion of his life 
was the pursuit of the moving goal that Christ keeps 
before him to lift him up to higher things. 

Paul conceives Christ as equal with God in his 
pre-incarnate state and as voluntarily assuming our 
human nature and submitting even to the death on 
the cross in order to save us from sin. He received 
the greater glory on high because he was now the 
Son of Man as well as the Son of God. No epistle 


Tb occasion that led to the writing of the 
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Why Paul Wrote His First Imprisonment Epistles 
By A. T. Robertson, D.D., Litt.D., LL.D. 





is richer than this brief and apparently incidental dis- 
cussion of the greatest things in the nature of Christ 
and of the destiny of the believer in Christ. 

_ The purpose of the Epistle to Philemon is evident 
in every verse. It is to commend Onesimus, the run- 
away slave and now the disciple of Christ through 
the work of Paul, to the favor of his master Phile- 
mon in Colossae, to whom Paul sends him back. The 
epistle itself is a marvel of courtesy and courage and 
had in it the dynamite of human freedom that has 
been shaking loose shackles from the hands of slaves 
ever since Philemon received it. Paul respects the 
forms of Roman law and even offers to repay to 
Philemon what Onesimus took from him at the time 
of his escape. But he calls” Onesimus his child in 
Christ, and manifests the deepest affection. for him. 
He makes it plain that he expects Philemon to set 
Onesimus free and to treat him no longer as a slave, 
but as a brother beioved in the Lord, This was an 
absolutely new spirit in the Roman Empire, and it 
is no wonder that so many slaves found in Christ 
the one hope for human freedom and progress. Jesus 
sets the spirit free and strikes a death blow at slavery 
of every kind. One is bound to believe that Phile- 
mon responded to the noble appeal of Paul and set 
Onesimus free from human slavery as Christ had set 
him free from sin. 

The Episile to the Colossians was written because 
of-the news brought to Paul in Rome by Epaphras 
who had come from Colossae with news of a new 
heresy that was disturbing the saints in the Lycus 
Valley in Asia (1:7, 8). The going of Onesimus 
back to Colossae together with Tychicus (4: 7-9) 
made it easy for Paul to send a message that would 
help the brethren in their struggle with this new peril. 
He had himself foreseen trouble from grievous 
wolves who would not spare the flock in Ephesus 

Acts a2 Paul had not himself preached in 

olossae (Col, 2:1), but his work in Ephesus had 
reached all the. province of Asia (Acts 19; 10). 

It is clear from the Epistle what the nature of the 
new heresy is. It is a combination of the Gnostic 
ems ed of the universe and Jewish (probably 

ssenic) asceticism of life, with a dash of Christian- 
ity. This syncretistic teaching was plausible to many 
and was leading some astray. The philosophy held 
that God is good and matter is evil, and.so God could 
not create matter except through the ‘agency of in- 
termediate beings (aeons). When they acceptéd Chris- 
tianity, they ‘placed Christ among the aeons. Scme 
of them, the Docetic Gnostics, denied the real hu- 
manity of Christ, and held that he only seemed to 
have a human body. Others, the Cerinthian. Gnostics, 
held that the aeon Christ came upon the man Jesus 
at his baptism and left him at his death on the cross, 
the first “Jesus or Christ” controversy. 

At once the Person of Christ becomes a very live 
theological doctrine, and Paul takes up the argu- 
ment in favor of the supremacy of Jesus over all 
beings and his equality with God as creator and pre- 
server of the universe. Jesus Christ is one person- 
ality and is Lord in the material and in the spiritual 
realms, Jesus is Head cver all. That is Paul’s 
Christology and his reply to a philosophy that sought 
to degrade Christ from his rightful supremacy. And 
om is Lord to-day over the universe as he was 
then. 

But the Gnostic Christians had trouble also with 
sin since matter was evil. Some took the ascetic 
line, and tried to keep the spirit apart from the flesh 
like the monastic life. Others held that it did not 
matter what the flesh did so long as the spirit was 
in fellowship with God, and so led lives of license. 
This heresy is a forerunner of the so-called “Chris- 
tian Science” of Mrs. Eddy, and Colossians is a 
powerful reply to her vagaries to-day. 

The Epistle to the Ephesians seems to be a sort of cir- 
cular letter sent to Laodicea (Col. 4:16), also in the 
Lycus Valley, and to other cities, including Ephesus. 
Our copy comes from that preserved in Ephesus. 
Though Paul spent three years in Ephesus, there are 
no personal details in the Epistle because of its char- 
acter as a circular Epistle. The Epistle covers the same 
general ground as that of Colossians, though more 
at length and with more emphasis on the dignity of 
the saints, of: whom Christ 1s Head. In Colossians 
we see the dignity of Christ as Head of the Church. 

In Ephesians we see the glory of the Body of 
Christ. The Gnostic heresy is answered here also by 
exalting Christ and by exalting Christian character. 
Paul has two remarkable prayers in this great Epistle 

chapters 1 and 3) that reach the very heights in 
the expression of Christian aspiration and longing. 
In chapter 2 there is a masterly portrayal of the vic- 
tory of Christ over sin in man with all the hatreds 
of class and race and nation and the nailing of all 
the bonds. and debts on the cross as cancelled by the 
blood of Christ. Paul glories in the union in Christ 





of men of all races in one great family or common- 
wealth or kingdom or general spiritual church.- This 
spovioes ee bd - for ——_ Christ died, and is 
ject o rist’s love, like the love - 
band should have for his wife. so 
The Epistle is intensely practical and is full of 
advice for the various classes in society, for hus- 
bands, for wives, for children, for masters (em- 
ployes), for slaves and other workers, for all who 
ave to meet responsibilities in life. There is the 
note of courage in it all.to stand against all the 
wiles of the devil and to Bing into the full stature 
of manhood in Christ. e Epistle is wide in its 
scope, and carries us all up-to Christ who is Lord 
of all. 
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Will You Heed this Call ? 











The Bible Success Band Booklet’s 1922 cover 
~ seems to excel in attractiveness those of other 
ears. The Booklet contains messages from 
r. C. R. Erdman, Dr. John Timothy Stone, 
and the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie, but its chief 
value lies,in its plan for learning a Bible verse 
each day. Hung upon the Christmas tree it 
will add to the decorations, and if used accord- 
ing to the plan it will prove to be a gift with 
an jinestimable twelve-month valuel It. may 
be ordered from .The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, 
at $2 a dozen; 20 cts. a copy; $15 a hundred. 


OINING with Mrs. E. A. R. Davis, founder of 

the Bible Success Band, and her son,:-Mr. George 

T. B, Davis, a number of the best-known .Chris- 

‘tian leaders have sent out “A Call to a World- 
Wide Revival of Bible Memorizing.” They are 
President Charles A. Blanchard, Dr. W. E. .Bieder- 
wolf, Dr. Charles R. Erdman, Dr. James. M. Gray, 
Bishop Theodore S. Henderson, Mr. Marion Law- 
rance, Dr. J. C. Massee, Dr.. Mark Matthews, Dr. 
Cortland Myers, Dr. S. $. Palmer, Dr. W. B. Riley, 
the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie, President Don O. 
Shelton, Dr. dome Timothy Stone, Dr. Reuben A. 
Torrey, Dr. alter M. Turnbull, the Hon. John 
Wanamaker, Professor Amos R: Wells. And _ this 
is the “Call,” as published: in the Bible Suctess Band 
Booklet for 1922: 


“In view of the spirit of unrest now prevailing 
among all the peoples of the earth; in view of the 
subtle and multiplied temptations of these latter days 
for those of all ages, and especially for the young; 
in view of the rapid spread of ‘isms’ of every sort, 
and particularly of that latest menace of ‘modern- 
ism’; in view of the evidence of apostasy apparent 
on every hand; 


“In view, further, of the fact that the only cure 
for the world’s unrest lies in the healing leaves of 
the Tree of Life as found in the Word of God; that 
in the period of his own great temptation our Lord 
Jesus Christ used memorized passages of Scripture ; 
while the Holy Spirit through David declared it is 
hiding the Word in our heart that keeps us from 
sin; that the surest defense of the believer against 
the myriads of modern ‘isms’ is to be rooted and 
grounded in the Word of God; that the way to hold 
fast the fundamentals of the faith in a time of apos- 
tasy is to saturate the soul with the very words of 
Scripture: 


“We earnestly urge upon Christians in all lands 
the practise of daily and systematic memorizing of 
the. Word of God. We also heartily indorse the 
Bible Success Band, a plan for learning a verse of 
Scripture daily, which God has graciously blessed in 
many lands; and commend this movement to the fi- 
nancial support of God’s children that the necessary 
funds may be supplied to promote a world-wide re- 
vival of Bible memorizing ‘that Thy way may be 
known upon earth, Thy saving health among all 
nations.’” 


A familiar chat with the members of the Bible 
Success Band Family, entitled “Just Among Our- 
selves,” appears in the Booklet, written by Mr. Davis, 
who, with his mother, is in the midst of a world tour, 
seeking to promote world-wide Bible revival. They 
planned to spend several months in Australia and 
then visit other mission fields. Mr. Davis says: 


_ “I am sure you will rejoice with us in the send- 
ing out of the clarion ‘Call’ for a world-wide re- 
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for December 11 
Philemon 


vival of Bible meneriaing, which is given the first 

in this year’s issue of the Band ; : 
“And I hope that each member of the Band Family 
will lend a hand in helping to make the ‘Call’ a 
blessed reality in arousing new interest the world 
over in memorizing the Word of God. It will be 
splendid if you can become a ‘volunteer Secretary 
and circulate the booklets in your community. You 
would also be rendering blessed service if you would 
send Mr. Philip E. Howard, President of The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 1031 Walnut sweet, 
ry, i 


. Philadelphia (or your state or national 


outside of America), a donation for the work in for- 


eign lands, 

We are delighted, after an intermission of several 
years, to give the Band members another hymn by 
the Australian pianist and composer, Mr. Robert 
Harkness, who was for many years associated with 
the late Mr. Charles M. Alexander. We hope, D. V., 
that we may have the pleasure of publishing a new 
hymn from Mr. Harkness in each year’s booklet. 

- “We are always d to hear of testimonies of 


- blessing through the Band plan of memorizing God’s 


_I am enjoying the exercise reciting the 
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Word. A lady from Indiana sages ‘I am a busy 
mother of six. I am so grateful for the Bible Suc- 
cess Band. I worked on it alone last year, but have 
help this r—the three older children have joined 
me, and I am surely thankful.’ 

“Mr. J. H. Smeeton, the business man who went to 
Algiers late in life to work for God, and the author 
of the ‘Once a Year’ plan of Bible senting, writes : 
‘I have pleasure in joining the Band. This daily 
verse of consecutive portions commends itself to me. 
’ i verses from 
January 1 as a “pillow” to rest on before going to 
sleep, and as a “pillar” of praise on waking in the 
morning. The style and matter of the Bible Success 
Band Calendar for 1921 has won my appreciation, and 
it is a pleasure tojom my fellow-members in pray- 
ing for a rich blessing on your united efforts in 
making the Scriptures of Truth of universal accepta- 
tion and appropriation.’ ‘ 

“My mother and myself are now making a world 
tour, seeking to promote local and world-wide Bible 
revival. We will appreciate your prayers for us and 
for the work more than we can express in words.” 





May Hungry Flanders Have the Word? 


Shall Belgian Gospel Mission sowers be supplied with seed 
for their continued sowing ? 








The unger for the Werd of God, the thirst for the water of life, that exists in Belgium to-day is invari 


remarked upon by those who 


this time, when we are already anticipating the celebration of the birth of 


a look-in from time to time upon the wor the Belgian Gospel Mission. At 


*s greatest gift to the world, his own 


Son, let us not forget the urgent need of supplying Bibles, Festaments, and Scripture portions fer Belgium. All 
gifts should be sent to C. G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


full of vital Christian faith and energy, was 
really thrilling,’ writes a member of the 
American Council of this Mission, who while abroad 
last spring, took occasion to see the work at first hand. 

*I have listened to several addresses which were 
the pure, simple, presentation of the Gospel. Mrs. 
Norton is able to speak most acceptably in French, 
and at Wiheries I attended one of her meetings for 
women, held at present in a cottage, but soon to 
move into into what was formerly a. blacksmith’s 
forge, a brick building that:can be easily adapted to 
the purpose of the Mission. Some of the women had 
their little children with them, and all seemed to 
listen with rapt attention. Their faces lighted up 
with interest, giving to the onlooker the impression 
that they had never heard anything more lovely. Sev- 
eral faces were really beautiful and would have made 
rare models for a Madonna picture. 

“After a Sunday evening service in Brussels I met 
various members of the congregation, among them 
one or two fine looking young men who were plan- 
ning to turn aside from their business to enter the 
Bible Institute of the Belgian Gospel Mission. .One 
was a young jeweler, who, his mother said, could 
talk of nothing else. I was much impressed with 
the various-transformed lives to which my atten- 
tion was called, and with the evangelistig fervor of 
the workers. 

“On one of our trips we were held up at Mons, 
on one side of the big square, which had a lively 
air about it, and as it ‘was market day many of the 
‘coal-bosses’ were congregated there. The time was 
well used by Mr. Norton in distributing pamphlets 
and other literature among these fine looking men 
and: also among some young students. ithout 
exception the literature was taken without a demur, 
and often with a ‘Merci.’ Only one man, when of- 
fered a Gospel, threw it down, muttering between 
his teeth that he was a Materialist, but the seed was 
sown broadcast and received by many.” 

Another recent visitor of this work was Mr. J. 
Kennedy Maclean, of London, Editor of the Life of 
Faith, who wrote of his impressions in his magazine 
under the title of “Building a Gospel Lighthouse.” 
The following is an extract from that article: 

“T have already said that the vision which has come 
to Mr. Norton is of a continent illumined by the 
light of the Gospel. That vision is shared by his 
wife. Both of them are attempting great things for 
God, confident that since he has called them to the 
work he will meet every need, overcome every diffi- 
culty, and carry them through in triumph. 

*Already they have stretched out far beyond the 
boundaries of Brussels. To Liege on one side, to 
Bruges on the other, to Antwerp and other centers, 
they have extended the scope of their work, and in 
fourteen centers altogether their helpers are finding 
open doors and are leading men and women into the 
light and liberty of the sons of God. 

“Both in Antwerp and in Bruges suitable premises 
have been acquired, and in these cities I found the 
workers ‘full of hope and encouragement. Their zeal 
is apostolic in its reality and intensity. With its 
miles of docks Antwerp gives opportunity for a rare 
type of service; Bruges is altogether different, but 
there, too, the sky is bright with hope. It is a city 
of churches and convents, with their attendant priests 


OT iat work of the Belgian Gospel Mission, so 





and nuns, and of the fiercest fanaticism. Before the 
war it was in the face of almost insuperable diffi- 
culties that one dared to preach the Gospel or to 
distribute or sell the Word of God. To-day the op- 
position is still bitter, but much of its sting has dis- 
appeared, and in house to house visitation, as well 
as through personal conversations in the streets and 
in the market places, thousands of Gospels and Tes- 
taments are being sold. 

“What is perhaps one of the most valuable de- 
partments of the work is the Bible School. now in 
session. This is its third year. The students in 
training hope to preach the Gospel either in Belgium 
or in some part of the foreign field, such, for instance, 
as the Belgian Congo. 

“Another aspect of the Mission’s enterprise that 
ought to be mentioned is the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures. The aim is to sow the whole country with 
the Word of God, Gospels being given away freely, 
and New. Testaments and Bibles being sold for a frac- 
tion of their cost, and already much has been ac- 
complished in this direction.” 

It is in connection with colportage work that the 

Directors of the Belgian Gospel Mission are now 
making a special appeal. Mr. and Mrs, Norton are 
usually in America in the fall of the year to do dep- 
utation work and present personally their appeals for 
the Mission’s needs, but this year they have been held 
on the field by the growth of the work and the in- 
crease of the opportunity. They are depending upon 
God to make up, in their absence, what they would 
secure in the way of financial aid if they were now 
in the homeland. In his last letter home, Mr. Norton 
says: , 
“We are particularly desirous now of issuing an 
edition of a hundred thousand New Testaments, be- 
cause again and again we have exhausted the supplies 
of the different Bible Societies over here. But, up 
to the present time, we have not enough funds in hand 
to undertake such a large edition as is necessary 
because of the reduced price, and likewise because of 
the great demand. We are saying to ourselves, ‘Shall 
Belgium have the Word of God these days?’ 

“Mr. Mietes, the evangelist at Bruges, said to me 
last week that he had sold 3,500 New Testaments in 
twelve weeks, and that if previous to the war he had 
sold two hundred in that same time, he would have 
felt he had done a good work. He says it is noth- 
ing less than wonderful. 

“One day in Bruges, two of our colporteurs sold 
one hundred and twenty-five New Testaments in one 
day. Bruges, as you know, is one of the most fanati- 
cal cities in this land, and this is only one of the 
places where we are selling Testaments, but we have 
not enough funds on hand to go on with this large edi- 
tion. We have been hoping to do so, and prayed 
that God would send the money in. Mark you, it is 
the Flemish part of the land that is crying out for 
the Word, that part which has been taught to hate 
the Word. I heard of three instances last week 
where people had professed conversion in that sec- 
tion through receiving the Scriptures. One boy had 
professed to accept Christ through a Gospel that 
we had thrown him from our motor car as we passed 
by. and he said he wanted to enter Christian work. 

“We have ordered 30,000 Flemish Testaments, but 
we need — we must have — 100,000. Things are urg- 
ent! This is an emergency.” 
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The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 





Thus did Moses: according to all that the Lord 
commanded him, so did he (Exod. 40:16). 


T IS a great thing to have a command from God. 
B It makes everything so distinct and clear. To 
have him put things simply and then forcefully; not 
only leaves a man without excuse but also nerves him 
to determinate action. 

And yet God has spoken in commandment to many 

a man without its having the divinely desired effect. 
Some men insist upon seeing gray even when the di- . 
vine hand eolors a thing distinctly white or black. 
And other men act black even when they see white. 
The Germans have a suggestive saying in these 
words: “Strasse engel, haus teufel,” which means 
“Street angel, house devil.” That is, there are those 
who profess they see clearly and then act doubly. 
_ Now, Moses was not a man after this sort. He 
listened to the Word. of God, sought out its mean- 
ing to the full, and then kept it to the last detail. 
Seven times over (verses 19-32) the phrase occurs, 
“As the Lord commanded Moses,” and at the begin- 
ning and ending of the section of the chapter from 
which our text is taken (verses 16, 33) it is emphat- 
ically declared that Moses did just what he had been 
told to do—nothing less nor more. He made the 
tent and the altar, the table of shew-bread and the 
candlestick, the coverings and the tent es: in other 
words, he made the big things and the little, the con- 
sequential and the inconsequential, and each thing 
exactly after the pattern which had been showed to 
him in the mount. 

And. have you ever noticed what happened after 
Moses had thus finished his work? Verse 34 tells us: 
“Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” After 
all, it is the life of obedience which counts. God 
is not so much concerned about what we have felt; 
he wants to know what we have done. So it is, 
just in proportion as we too have finished our work, 
that the Spirit of Glory takes possession of us: “The 
Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey 


im.’ 
Princeton, N. J. 
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Hallowing the Home Christmas 
As a North Carolina family tried it 


pene = pete we wanted this Christmas to be a very 
special one. The brother, whose first Christmas 
at home it was after his two years’ service overseas, 
would be a missionary in a foreign land when the. sea- 
son came again. And then perhaps the gray-haired 
grandfather might not be here another year. So for 
these reasons, and for the sake of a little maid of nine, 
the only child, we, kept Christmas all the week be- 
fore. Every evening the old loved carols and Christ- 
mas hymns were played on the Victrola and the beau- 
tiful old legends and stories read and told by the 
fireside. 

On Christmas Eve’s morning the child and her 
grandfather went to the butcher’s for suet, and the 
birds’ Christmas tree was hung with apples and with 
suet. 

When the wreaths were in the windows, the tree 
in its place, and the mistletoe above the door, a tiny 
red stocking was hung from the banked holly and 

ine on the mantle above the fireplace—for the 
amine children of the world, Armenia, China, Cen- 
tral Europe. 

Then twilight came, and while the strains of “Holy 
Night” were filling the night with music, the little 
girl set a candle in the window, “as in ye olden time,” 
to show the Christ-Child that there was room in our 
home and hearts for him. 

Christmas began very early, with the traditional 
stocking, a joyous burst of music as the family came 
downstairs, and then breakfast and prayers. With 
the family and the colored cook assembled, the 
child stood in the midst and recited the verses from 
Luke, beginning: “And there were in the same coun- 
try, shepherds abiding,” followed by a beautiful, ten- 
der prayer from the old minister grandfather. Then 
came the Christmas tree and the all but frantic 
joy of the little girl, the joy of the others in her joy, 
and in their‘'own remembrances from distant friends, 
When the happy day had come to eventide, and all 
unexpected Santa Chas had dropped in on his way 
back North to say good-bye, the child took down 
the little red stocking. No one had seen the gifts 
go in, but it held thirty dollars — given out of tender 
and happy hearts for our little “invisible guests.” 

As we went upstairs that night leaving the tree to 
glow and glitter in the glancing firelight, some one 
said, not with regret but in deep content: “The end 
of a perfect day.” 

And somehow all of us think it was perfect be- 
cause it was hallowed. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 
[' THE. Toronto Student Volunteer Convention 






Prebendary Fox, of the Church Missionaty So- 

ciety, tald the story of the abolition of slavery in 
Uganda, accomplished after a night of prayer, whereas 
the cost of the same thing in America was a five- 
year war. A runaway slave from Abyssinia had fled 
to Christian Uganda for protection. Should he be 
protected or returned to the Arab man-stealers for 
torture and death, perhaps? How could he be pro- 
tected when the chiefs of Uganda themselves owned 
slaves, and countenanced slavery in their country? 
They sent for the Bishop of Uganda, and asked for 
the Bible teachings on the subject. Then giving them- 
selves to a night of prayer they decided to manumit 
their own slaves, a8 to issue a proclamation asking 
their people to follow their example! 


Our Backgreund Material 


This epistle has been quoted in efforts to bolster 
up the argument for slavery. Ask the class the search- 
ing questions suggested by Dr. Ellis, and then show 
that the truth is as Goldwin Smith, quoted by Bishop 
Moule, in the Cambridge Bible says: “Onesimus is 
not sent back as a slave, but as one above a servant, a 
brother beloved” (Round-Table, 2). And Goldwin 
Smith quotes thus from Wayland’s “Elements of 
Moral Science”: 

The very course which the Gospel takes on this subject 
seems to have been the only one which could have been 
taken in order to effect the universal abolition of slavery. 
The Gospel was designed .. . for all races and for all 
times. It looked not at the abolition of this form of evil 
for that age alone, but for its universal abolition. Hence 
the object of its Author was to gain it a lodgment in 


every part of the world; so that by its universal diffusion 


among all classes of society it might... . peacefully modify 
and subdue the evil passions of men, and thus without 
violence work a revolution in. the whole mass of man- 
kind. In this manner alone could its object, a universal 
moral revolution, be accomplished. For if it had forbidden 
the evil instead of subverting the principle, if it had pro- 
claimed the unlawfulness of slavery,~and taught slaves 
to resist the oppression of their masters, it. would instantly 
have arrayed the two parties in deadly hostility through- 
out the civilized world; . . . and the very name of the 
Christian religion would have. been forgotten amidst uni- 
versal bloodshed. The fact, under these circumstances, 
that the Gospel does not forbid slavery affords no rea- 
son to suppose that it does not mean to prohibit it; much 
less . . . that Jesus Christ intended to authorize it.” 


(Dr. Thomas, I, 5; III, 8.) 


After giving the class this thought, show them the 
Lesson Cartoon, and see Dr. Thomas (I, 6). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to ies- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Onesimus was merely one of a world of slaves be- 
longing to a handful of riasters. Three hundred 
years before Christ 21,000 citizens of Athens owned 
400 000 slaves. It was not so very different propor- 
tionately, in the days of the Roman Empire at the 
time of the writing of this epistle. Roman masters 
owned from ten to two hundred to a thousand or 
more slaves who had no rights of life or liberty. 

“In the reign of Augustus,” says Bishop Moule, in 
discussing, in the Introduction to his exposition of 
Philemon in the Cambridge Bible Series, “Slavery, 
and the Attitude of Christianity Towards It,” “one 
Vedius Pollio, a friend of the Emperor’s, was used 
to throw offending slaves into his fish-pond, to feed 
his huge electric eels. He was one day entertaining 
Augustus at table, when the cup-bearer broke a crys- 
tal goblet, and was forthwith sentenced to the eels. 
The poor fellow threw himself at the Prince’s feét, 
begging, not to be forgiven, but to be killed in some 
other way; and Augustus, shocked and angered, or- 
dered the man’s emancipation, and had Pollio’s crys- 
tals all broken before him, and his horrible pool 
filled up; but he did not discard his friend.” 

The Greek slave was in a little better position than 
a Roman slave. He could not be put to death with- 
out a legal sentence. 

It is not always the passing years alone that bring 
on old age (Dr. Thomas, I, 3). Paul was a wonder- 
ful student of human nature. That picture he con- 
jures up of himself as the bent and battered “pris- 
oner of Jesus Christ” (v. 9; Round-Table, 1) is the 
auger with which he sinks an artesian well of sym- 
pathy in the heart of Philemon. Then with amazing 
tact (Dr. Thomas, I, 4), and with a pun, he gets 
deftly to the point. While Philemon’s voice trembles, 
and mother Apphia is wiping the tears away with her 
apron, and son Archippus is clearing his throat, as 


LESSON Il. DECEMBER 11. PAUL WRITES TO A FRIEND 


Philemon 


Golden Text.—Whosocever would be first among you shall be your servant.— Matthew 20 : 27 


. 
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The portion of the gent indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee rating in the lesson helps is 
verses 8-21 


though I have all boldness in Christ to 


a 
me, but how much rather to thee, both in the flesh and 
in the Lord 17 If then thou countest me a partner, re- 
ceive him as myself. 18 But if he hath wronged thee at 
all, or oweth thee aught, put that to mine account; 19 I 
Paul write it with mine own hand, I will repay it: that 
I say not unto thee that thou owest to me even thine own 
self besides. 20 Yea, brother, let me have ‘joy of thee in 
the Lord: refresh my heart in Christ. 

21 Having confidence in thine obedience I write unto 
thee, knowing that thou wilt do even beyond what I say. 
4Or, an ambassador, and now &c, *The Greek word 
means Helpful. Comp. ver. 20 marg. ®*Gr. good tidings. 
See marginal note on Mt. 4.23. *Gr. bondservant. ®Or, 

help Comp. ver. 10 marg. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








all three read on into that letter, Paul has his little 
joke, and the faces of the trio wreathe into a smile. 
Onesimus meanwhile, nervously fumbling his cap back 
there by the door, breaks into a broad grin, and the 
tension is over. In bringing Onesimus up to date, 
an exceedingly clever parallelism in English of that 
pun of Paul’s in the Greek is furnished by: Mr. Ridg- 
way (1). 

The character of Paul as a man indwelt by his 
Lord is everywhere evident in this letter (Dr. 
Thomas, III, 7). No wonder that the scholafs, in 
comparing this letter with that of the younger Pliny 
a generation later to his friend Sabinian, asking the 
tatter to forgive an offending freedman, yield the 
palm to Paul! 

Renan, the French skeptic, cannot refrain from 
praising: this letter of Paul’s as “a true little chef 
d’oeuvre of the art of letter-writing.” Is God help- 
ing us in our correspondence? Is the Spirit of Christ 
in our letters? The two kinds of letters, and how 
to use this one of Paul’s as a model for the right 
kind, are finely described for his class cf boys by Mr. 
Smith in “Say, Fellows—.” 


The Truth that Is Golden 


“With characteristic human tenderness and Chris- 
tian insight,” Martin Luther saw in this story the 
beautiful illustration of the imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness to us. This is especially apparent in 
the seventeenth and eighteenth verses. Commenting 
on the whole book Luther said: “Here we see how 
St. Paul layeth himself out for poor Onesimus, and 
with all his means pleadeth his cause with his mas- 
ter; and so setteth himself as if he were Onesimus, 
and had himself done wrong to Philemon. Yet this he 
doth not with force nor constraint, as if he had full 
right. Nay, he putteth himself out of his rights; 
whereby he constraineth Philemon (to perceive) that 
he also must strip himself of his rights. Even as 
Christ. did for us with God the Father, thus also 
doth St.. Paul for Onesimus with Philemon. For 
Christ also hath put himself out of his rights, and 
with love and humbleness hath prevailed with his 
Father that he should lay aside his wrath and his 
rights, and receive us to grace, for Christ’s. sake, who 
so earnestly intercedeth for us, and layeth himself 
out so tenderly for us. For we are all his Onesimi, 
if we believe it.” 

Taking this golden thread of thought from Luther, 
Dr. Smellie tells what it means for you and me to 
be Christ’s Onesimi. 


Teaching Points 


What a beautiful picture Paul gives us of a Chris- 
tiam home im the time of the early church! That 
father, mother, and son (Dr. Thomas, I, 1) -were 










the nucleus of that home church, and doubtless the 
other believers in Colossae gathered there for wor- 
ship. There were no church buildi till the time 
of Constantine. One of the causes for spiritual 
cline to-day is the lack of “the church in thy house.” 
Is there one in your home? It begins around the 
family altar. 


“If abolition of slavery is to turn all servants into 
hirelings, and to make cash payment the only tie be- 
tween employers and employed, the change’ will not 
be an unmixed benefit.”"—Dr. C. H. Waller. - 

The secret of the solution of the capital-labor 
problem lies in the love of Christ, such as was un- 
doubtedly existent between Philemon and Onesimus 
after the latter went back home. The recent threat- 
ened railroad strike in our own country illustrates 
the acuteness of the problem with us. The real rem- 
edy cannot be applied apart from a revival of “the 
old-time religion.” And that can come only through 
prayer. Are you planning for a Watch Night meet- 
ing in your church on New Year’s eve, such as is sug- 
gested in the Introduction to Family Worship? 

Christians are “partners” in a wonderful enterprise 
—a concern, too, that does not write “Ltd.” after the 
firm name! (Mr. Ridgway, 2.) 

If Timothy or Tychicus took Paul’s dictation of 
this letter, Paul took the stylus or the quill, or what- 
ever it was, and wrote in his big, near-sighted scrawl: 
“This is my own handwriting: ‘I Paul promise to 
refund it’—not*to mention that you owe me, over 
and = your very soul” (v. 19, Moffatt’s transla- 
tion). 











Questions for Study and Discussion 


Why did Onesimus run away? (Mrs. Askew, 1.) 

When you have a reproof to offer do you begin like 
Paul?- (Dr. Thomas, I, 2.) 

Can you recall any kindnesses of our Lord toward 
slaves when he was on earth? 

What are we doing for the Onesimi in our kitchen 
and garage? (Mr. foward. 

Has Christianity yet driven slavery from the 
world? (Miss Homer-Dixon.) 

Can you answer all the questions asked by Dr. 
Ellis and Dr. Thomas? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D.! 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe PrincipLE oF THouGHT STIMULUS. — 
Stimulate thinking and research by setting a 
problem for the class to solve. 











S A matter in the detail of method it has been 
suggested in other connections that it is well 
to make assignments beforehand of. material related 
to the following lesson.’ These assignments may 
well take the form of questions or probléms that 
will demand at least .a little thinking upon the part 
of the class. It is also possible to conduct the les- 
son hour upon the plan of a discussion of outstand- 
ing problems suggested by the lesson. 
hat connection do you discover between the let- 

ter to Philemon and the one to the Colossians? Do 
you discover in this epistle any of the outstanding 
principles of Christianity? If so, are they princi- 
ples given to us by the Lord himself or by .the 
apostle Paul? Do you discover any that were taught 
by both? If slavery is wrong, why did not Paul say 
so, instead of apparently condoning it in this let- 
ter to the owner of the runaway slave? If slavery 
is wrong, did Onesimus not do right to run away? 
Just what is wrong with the practise of slavery fun- 
damentally? Was Paul ignorant-of this? If you 
think he was not, how will you reply to the modern 
preacher who says that “it must be reckoned up as a 
moral limitation of the great apostle that his eon- 
science was not aroused to the open condemnatton 
of such a system”? A 

What contrasts do you find suggested in the lesson? 
What relationships are explicit or implied? How 
many persons are involved in this complex of 
relationships as Paul sees it? Pliny wrote a 
letter to a friend on a similar occasion. How many 
persons would he be thinking of? In what respects 
does Philemon differ from other New Testament 
epistles of the apostle? What qualities of the writer 
does it reveat? 


HuntTInGpon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. Ww. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





1. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Fellowship Greeting (vs. 1-3). Paul speaks of him- 
self as a prisoner, not, as in Colossians, with apos- 
tolic authority. He writes as a friend to a friend. 
The people addressed were at Colossae, a man, his 
wife, and, presumably, a son. A little meeting of 
believers was held at their house. (1) 

Appreciation Testifying (vs. 4-7). Paul always 

i tions unless there is a reason 
to the contrary, as in Galatians. He speaks of love 
and faith, and tells of the joy he felt in the conscious- 
ness of fellowship, even though distance separated. 
Philemon had been lovingly helpful to others, and this 
had done Paul good in that far-off prison. (2) ~ 

Love Beseeching (vs. 8,9). He might have com- 
manded, but: he would got, determining to use the 
grace of love instead of €xercising his apostolic au- 


> thority, 


Sympathy Appealing (v. 9). The Apostle had be- 
come prematurely old through work, anxiety, and 
eagerness of spirit. He was only about sixty, but he 
was a prisoner, and, as such, he appealed to his 
friend, (3) 

Tact Revealing (vs. 10, 11). In approaching the 
main purposé of the letter he does not blurt it. out 
at once, for, anticipating anger, he uses the finest 
tact.. He admits that Onesimus had been good for 
nothing in the past, but playfully alludes to his name, 
meaning “profitable,” and says that now there will 
be a difference, for he will be profitable. What a 
model we have here for all efforts to lead people 
in the right paths! Manner ccunts for much, and 
there is real danger of repelling people by the way 
in which we do a perfectly good thing. 
observe the miracle of grace in Onesimus. Slaves 
were usually in a bad class and yet Paul was quite 
sure he was a Christian, and the past being blotted out, 
he has had a new start. Christianity has always had 
such moral miracles, and there is no possibility of 
absolutely hopeless cases. (4) 


Justice Acting (v. 12). Paul sent Onesimus back 
as a slave because it was only right in view of the 
law. Christianity does not sanction slavery, but 
‘brings the leaven of" principles to work. Christian- 
ity opposes violence, but appeals to the heart of in- 
oo with the great powers of truth and love. 


Intercession Requesting (v. 12). Onesimus had be- 
come very dear to Paul, and it was hard to part with 
him. Lave leaps all barriers, and it was this_in- 
terceding love that Paul showed to Philemon, 


Need Desiring (v. 13). The Apostle would have 
liked to keep Onesimus, feeling sure that Philemon 
would have lent him, but he would not do this be- 
cause he had confidence in the good-will of Philemon, 
and he wished to obtain a cordial reception for Onesi- 
mus. 


Wisdom Deciding (v. 14). Here is the difference 
between Paul’s wish and his will. It was a striking 
triumph of persuasiveness, because he wanted every- 
thing to be spontaneous and without pressure. 


Grace Reminding (vs. 15, 16). Philemon is told 
that Onesimus will be back no longer as merely a 
slave, but also as a brother in Christ, and belonged 
both to Philemon and Paul. In the flesh, Philemon 
has a brother for a slave, -In the Lord, he has a slave 
for a brother. (6) 


Largeheartedness Entreating (vs. 17-20), Paul 
takes the slave’s debt on himself, and with playful- 
ness he remarks that if there has been anything it 
was to be put to his account, and yet there is a gen- 
tle reminder of a greater debt, oad an earnest appeal 
for still more of that refreshment (v. 7) which 
brings joy. 

Confidence Expecting (v. 21). The Apostle is sure 
that Philemon will comply and do even more than 
what was asked. : 


Devotional Reading : Psalm 130:1-8. One of the 
seven known as “peniiential psalms,” and called b 
Luther “Pauline” because of its close agreement with 
the Apostle’s doctrine of forgiveness, Paul’s letter 
to Philemon is a wonderful example of the very 
character of God found in this Psalm. 


qo Tie > Bible for Home and Schools 
on Colossians,” by Moule (The Macmillan Co., New 
York, $1); “Colossian Studies,” by Moule (out of 
print in the United States, but may possibly be 
imported by Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, at $2); 
“Colossians,” by Maclaren, in Expositor’s Bible 
(Doran, $1.25, net). A fine treatment of Christianity 
and slavery will found in “Gesta Christi” (The 
— of Christ), by Brace (Doran, $2.50, 
net). 
(The prices of books, owing to unusual publigh- 
ing conditions; are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) 


hen, too, - 
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IL. Reference Material 

Deuteronomy 15:12-15§; John 13:14, 35; Acts 10: 
4, 35; 1 Corinthians 1:26-29; Colossians 3:9-11; 
ames 2:1-9. 

1. Deuteronomy 15:12-15. (1) The command, 
verse 12; (2) the spirit, verses 13, 14; (3) the rea- 
som, verse 15. 

2. John 13: 14, 35. (1)- Example of love, verse 14; 
(2) proof of love, verse 35. 

3. Acts 10: 34, 35. (1) Universality of God’s inter- 
est, verse 34; (2) simplicity of ’s requirements, 
verse 35. 

4. 1 Corinthians 1: 26-29. (1) A surprising re- 
minder, verses 26-28; (2) a special reason, verse 29. 

5. Colossians 3:9-11. (1) The new life, verses 
9, 10; (2) the new principle, verse 11 (cannot be 
greet and Jew); (3) the new creed, verse 11 (Christ 
is all). 

6. James 2:1-9. (1) Thorough impartiality, verses 
1, 9; (2) sinfulness of distinctions among Chris- 
tians, sores 2-7; (3) the supreme law of Christ, 
verse 


Ill. The Graded Topics - 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Paul Steading for a 
Slave. Special attention should be given to the won- 
derful revelation of Paul’s character found all through 
this brief letter. The following points can be dis- 
covered by studying the verses: (1) His warm love; 

2) his delicate tact; (3) his remarkable ingenuity; 
4 his perfect courtesy; (5) his thorough justice; 
his delightful playfulness ; (7) his earnest spirit. 


2. Young People and Adults: The Social Teach- 
ings of the Letter to Philemon, This Epistle deserves 
special attention for three reasons. It is (1) a per- 
fect model of Christian friendship... Paul and Phile- 
mon were both refined by the love of God, and cour- 
tesy and consideration are seen throughout. Paul 
never falters and never fails to Lg counsel, and 
yet he fully recognizes the right and justice of Phile- 
mon’s position. (2) A perfect picture of Christian 
domestic life in earliest days. Here are husband, 
wife, son, and friencs, and such terms as “fellow- 
worker,” “fellow-soldier,” showing co-operation in 
work between young recruits and veteran soldiers, 
(3) Aclear idea of the attitude of Christianity to the 
social organization of the world. The subject of the 
Epistle is slavery, which was widespread in that day. 
It it had been met by prohibition, society would have 
been torn to shreds, and so, instead, Paul preaches 
principles which would surely undermine slavery, and 
in time actually did so. 
Christ is more than emancipation, and so Christianity 
did not simply free the slaves, but taught them and 
their masters that they were one in Christ. The posi- 
tion of women in India is very much like that of 
slavery in the Roman Empire. If missionaries were 
to denounce the existing customs, it would result 
in revolution, but the preaching and acceptance of 
Christ is the sure way of destroying all such un- 
Christian life. (8) 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text emphasizes service. . 

1. Service is our duty. .Man’s attitude is best ex 
pressed in service— “that we being delivered .. . 
might serve” (Luke 1:74). The New Testament has 
several words for “servant” in the Greek, suggestin 
various aspects of work—=strenuous service, menia 
service, temple service, medical service, and household 
service. 

2. Paul our model. What a wonderful illustra- 
tion of service is found in Paul’s life! He recog- 
nized what had done for him and what,.as a 
consequence, he had to do for others. 

E Coe our Example and Power. One of the 
titles of Christ in Isaiah is “Servant of Jehovah,” and 
Paul describes him:as having taken “the form of a 
servant.” Everything he did showed him to be a 
servant of God for man’s redemption. He stooped 
through his incarnation and death in order that we 
might be saved. But his grace wrought by his re- 
demption is the secret of service by us. 


V. Leading Questions 

Discover from Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
and Philemon Paul’s companions in Rome at this time. 

What was the reason of writing this Epistle? 

Why is no reference found in the New Testament 
to freedom from slavery? 

What principle of Christianity is sure to destroy 
all slavery? : 

_ What does the New Testament teach about Chris- 
tian service? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

4 


Charts, maps, outline harmony of the Gospels, lists 
of miracles and parables, Jewish calendar, Gospel 


dictionary, book hints —all in one remarkable volume 
by G. E. Croscup, M.A. The book és sold for $1.25, 
but the colored charts alone are worth that price. It 
— be had from The Sunday School. Ti 

any. 
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We Are All God’s Onesimi 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D: 


e4 ARE all God’s Onesimi, to my thinking,” 
writes Luther, forcefully and wisely. Ss 
and I may well be glad to be God’s Onesimi. 

For, when the name is ours, w2 come to our true self, 

to our proper home, and to our satisfying future, 


Onesimus came to his true self, 

He had had no self, no personality, no character, be- 
fore. He had run away from his master in Colossae, 
and, as Paul thought ppobable, had stolen some of 
his master’s possessions. He was worthless and bad. 
Are you surprised at it? He was a Phrygian, slave. 
whom everybody of repute held in scorn. He had 
neither learning, nor money, nor liberty. He was 
scarcely credited with understanding or conscience 
or will, with the affections and hopes that beat in 
human breasts. It was little wonder that, pariah and 
outcast as he was, he fell into evil-doing. 

Then, one day, he “ung himself loose from an 
existence which was not life, and determined to as- 
sert the fact that he also was a man. But, as often 
happens, he“took the wrong way. He went to Rome, 
to taste the utmost the world could offer of indul- 

ence, and thus to find that self of his which had 

en smothefed and denied. It was a fatal mistake, 
though numbers repeat it still. But he tired of the 
debauchery and profanity. Perhaps he was reduced 
to want, or was overtaken by the fear of detection 
and punishment. Then God had His opportunity. 
He guided the steps of Onesimus to Paul’s hired 
room, and the slave heard for the first time the news 
of the Gospel — that God loved him; that Christ had 
died for him; that the Holy Spirit was waiting to 
enter his heart and life. It seemed incredible, but it 
was what he had been thirsting for. As he learned 
the blessed lesson, he rose from the dust, seized the 
manhood of which he had been defrauded, and found 
his genuine self. 

This is what Christ does. It may be that the great 
world passes us contemptuously by, and we are 
wounded by its neglect. It may be that, in a fool- 
ish recoil from the injustice, we take our own mis- 
guided ‘road. But once let the weakest of us, the 
most ridiculed, the most erring and sinful, believe 
the grace of the Gospel, embrace it with both hands, 
and appropriate it as God’s message to himself; and 
his disabilities will be gone. He will be convinced 
of his value, will see what possibilities lie in front of 
him, will: discover himself. 


Onesimus came, also, to his proper home. 

Henceforward a new heredity was his. Prophets 
and apostles, psalmists and saints, became, in the 
moment of his conversion, the ancestors of the slave. 
He could nourish himself on their words, and draw 
inspiration from their examples. The poet boasts: 
“Shakspere was of us, Milton was for us, Burns, 
Shelley were with us—they watch from their graves.” 
These are mighty names; but the Christian’s line of 
descent is mightier. Moses and Isaiah, Paul and 
John, and the spiritual leaders of the centuries, are 
our forefathers. What an honor it confers! and what 
an instruction it imparts! 

Onesimus, too, was surrounded by a new friend- 
liness. He had left the cold of winter for the glow 
of summer. He was enrolled in the church of Christ, 
a church which in that early time throbbed with 
generosity and help. As we know it, it has lost some 
of the pristine warmth; may God rekindle the ancient 
flame! But the household of faith is still the shrine 
of love; and it is good to pass from the outside to 
its quiet resting-place. 

And Onesimus was called to a new service. Chris- 
tianity gave play to his powers. Paul is emphatic 
is. praising his good work, and is sorry to lose a 
coadjutor so resourceful and ready — Onesimus now 
beyond a doubt, “| rofitable” in the highest sense and 
degree. Capacities rust in us unused, till the regen- 
eration of Christ tingles through our being and 
rouses us from our sloth. Then we can bring our 
contribution to the welfare of the family of God; 
and the toil is never irksomeness or drudgery, but 
a pleasure and a song. 

t is life from the dead, to cross the threshold of 
this peerless home and to dwell within its walls, 


Last of all, Onesimus came to his satisfying future. 
The prospect of the days ahead had its anxieties. 
The law enacted that a fugitive slave should be cru- 
cified; and, though Philemon would never inflict the 
penalty, others might insist on the cruel law taking its 
course. And there were other contingencies. Paul, 
his beloved teacher and spiritual father, was bound 
with a chain for the sake of Christ; and what if 
bonds and imprisonment should be his portion, too? 
But that was the immediate future, which would 
soon be over and done. The long, lasting future 
was absolutely safe. Christ kept a happy eternity 
for Onesimus. Perhaps, Paul tells Philemon, he was 
parted from thee for a season, that thou shouldcst 
receive him forever. “Forever” —this clause puts 
everything to rights. His was the inheritance which 
is incorruptible and unfading. 
e@ may depend upon it that the cross of the 
Son of God has purchased a life not to be exhausted 
by the. few years -we spend on earth; that the res- 
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urrection of the Son of God is the 
prophecy of that of his people; and that 
the salvation of the Son of God will be 
consummated in the green fields beyond 
the swelling flood. Jesus Christ is too 
great a Redeemer to communicate any- 
thing that is partial, or temporary, or 
destined to decay. “The truest end of 
life,” said William Penn, “is to know 
the life that never ends.” The last 
words of Christiana the pilgrim were, “I 
come, Lord, to be with Thee and to bless 
Thee.” 

So Onesimus came. So may you and I 
come, 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND, 
ora 


The One-Minute 
Mission Talk 
By Homera Homer-Dixon 


H ERE began the abolition of slavery! 
That ghastly menace has been van- 
quished Bt men J the brotherly love of 
the Bible has been shed abroad. But in 
the interior of South America the In- 
dians are still as slaves treated with in- 
describable brutality by the Spanish and 
Portuguese. In Africa, the Moslem 
trader still deals in human flesh where 
the missionary or official of civilization 
has not reached. In southern China 
children are still bought and sold like 
cattle. How long, O Lord, how long, 
until these world-sores are healed? ( 
book published a few years ago is worth 
reading while studying this lesson, “The 
Slavery of To-day,” by Charles A. Swan, 
published in paper covers by Pickering 
and Inglis, Glasgow, and Alfred Hol- 
ness, London.) 

“Having condence in thy obedience.” 
Can Christ say that of us? “Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature,” was his command. How 
have we obeyed? 

N1aGara Fatts, CAn. 


ye 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Human Touch.—Who once was 
ge age to thee, but now is profit- 
able to thee and to me (v. 11). This is 
not a letter dictated to Tertius 
16:22) down at the office about doc- 
trines and procedures and deportments, 


but 1's a familiar, friendly personal note | 
scribbled away after the business of the | 


day, and when the jail had setiled down 
for the night. Verse 19 will give you 
the hint of it. Onesimus, whose name 
means “serviceable” or “profitable,” had 
robbed his boss and run away to the 
Metropolis. Just as young fellows now- 
adays “make a break” in Coatesville, 
and then “light out” for Chicago i 
which to become swallowed up and lost. 
In some way young “Profitable” fell in 
with the little band of Christians sur- 
rounding Paul and was converted. Just 
as thousands of such fellows are drawn 
or driven or divinely led into Billy Sun- 
day barns. The fugitive from justice 
when a first cffender is just ripe for a 
way out of the scrape, and a way home, 
and the sawdust trail is the happy path 
to the wicket gate. Paul sends the boy 
back to his master with a jolly everyday 
letter that has been a model of its sort 
all down the centuries. The delightful 
skill of it shows the companionableness 
of Paul. He takes joy in playing with 
the fellow’s name. Just as we might 


write to some friend: “Your right-hand | 
man Wright, who in times past went) 


wrong is now all Wright, both for you 
and me.” It is the little human touch in 
the story of the Book that makes relig- 
ion a thing that appeals to real men. 
Religion can smile, and the Old Book is 
a human document. (1) 
“Pardners.”—/f then thou countest 
me a partner, receive him as myself (v. 
17). “Partner” is a great word. Two 
fellows who work together. Buck and 


Berry, the two faithful servitors on the| 


farm. “Take my yoke upon you.” Jesus 
and you partners. Workers together 
with him (Matt. 11:29; 2 Cor. 6:1). 


Wonder if when the two P’s met they 
cried, “Hello, old Pard, how are you?” 
“Paul, Philemon, Pardners.” Isn’t there 


— 





(Rom. | 
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something nice and cosy and chummy 
about it all! Bless your heart, there 
is no comradeship to equal that which 
goes with Christian fellowship. But do 
you notice just what Paul is doing in this 
wonderful letter? Nothing less than 
identifying himself with a whilom thief 
and ingrate. “If you count on me as 


your old pard, you take this scapegrace’ 


as your pard also.” And in this we have 
a picture of what happens to thieves and 
runaways and dead-beats and low-downs 
and all sorts of unprofitable sinners when 
they are born again. The Lord Jesus 
says to God exactly what Paul says to 
Philemon. You are honored and blessed 
in being received into the inner circle of 
heaven. When some friend of yours 
gives me a letter to you asking you to 
receive me as himself — and you fail to 
welcome me enthusiastically, I will have 
my opinion of the relations between you 
and your supposed friend. If your wel- 
come to me is cold and perfunctory your 
friendship is all “punk.” (2) . 

“Ketchin’.”—If he hath wronged thee 
at all, or oweth thee aught, put that *to 
mine account (v. 18). Of course it was 
never put to Paul’s account. When Tim- 
othy or Luke brought the money to 
Philemon, Philemon waved them away 
with “Nothing doing!” No good man 
ever lets a friend do his forgiving for 
him. Philemon after a letter like this 
would be hungry to share some of Paul’s 
spirit. A part of my work for years 
has been among factury folks. ome 
time ago the woolen mills closed down, 
and a silk mill came to town. One of 
the older “girls,” who supported herself, 
her mother, and her daughter was out 
of work because she couldn’t see the 
fine silk threads with her ten-cent-store 
spectacles. She was sent to one of Phil- 
adelphia’s best eye specialists to be “fixed 
up.” And she was “fixed up” in great 
shape, and to-day is an expert silk 
weaver. But the doctor and the spec- 
tacle man both refused to render bills. 
“Ridgway,” said they, “if you have any 
more cases like that, send them down. 
We want to share with you some of the 

ood stuff of life you dig up in Rock 

un.” And this is exactly how Phile- 
mon would feel. Big-heartedness is just 
as “ketchin’” as mumps, measles, and 
the flu. A military friend who does not 
go very strong on things religious, was 





spending a Sunday with us as an attach- 
ment to his wife. When we bade him 
ood-bye at the station he said, “Say, 

idgway, if I lived here in Coatesville 
I bet it wouldn’t be long before I would 
be in this Sunday-schoo' game, too.” 
Yes, the Iron Rose Bible Class and Rock 
Run. Mission are “ketchin’.” 


_ Coatesvitte, Pa. 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered «at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ere are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered fo1 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 


two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustra’ Crome Top 300 words, 

are grea’ will 

irtoocs er 


Gold T pecially y+ d will 
ext are 5 an 
en 


stand a ce of acceptance 


illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Victor or Prisoner?—A prisoner of 
Christ Jesus (v. 1). There is a story of 
a soldier who shouted to his comrades 
through the darkness that he had caught 
a prisoner. 
him, “Bring him in.” And the soldier 
replied, “But he won’t come.”. “Then 
come yourself.” And the answer was, 
“He won’t let me.” There are many 
men who call themselves victors who 
are prisoners to various forms of evil. 
Paul, though a prisoner of Jesus, was 
gloriously free and victorious in Christ’s 

lad service—From “Sermons That 

ave Won Souls,’ by Dr. L. A. Banks. 
Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam B.D., Os- 
waldtwistle, Lancashire, Eng. The prize 
for this week is awarded to this allus- 
tration, (1) 


His Credentials.—4 brother (v. 16). 
In the vestibule of a Presbyterian church 
in the north of England two of the office- 
bearers stood to welcome the people. A 
very poor, dirty old man appeared; he 
was considered mentally deficient. One of 
the office-bearers said to him, “You are 
a stranger, I don’t know you.” The man 
replied with a question, “Do you know 
the Lord Jesus Christ?” 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week - 
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“Chat thou shouldest have him--no 
longer as a servant, but more than a 
servant, a brother beloved+«in the Lord” 


iit Piallemon: #5, 26: 











Within this circle no social problem is incap- 
able of solution. 








His officer shouted back to! 





The answer | 
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was “Yes.” “Well, then,” said the old 
man, “He is my brother.”"—From the 
Sunday at Home. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. (2) 


Our Thermometer.—Jf he hath 
wronged thee at all, or oweth thee aught, 
put that to mine account (v. 18). he 
attitude we hold toward those who have 
wronged us is our spiritual thermometer. 
To do good to an enemy may be to lose 
him — as an enemy.— From Heart and 
Life Bulletin. Sent by: J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Her Confession. — Whosoever would - 
be first (Golden Text). ~ A noted French 
actress was once asked by‘an admirer 
to write something in his. album. Tak- 
ing the album in her hand and finding a 
number of entries, she immediately 
turned it round and wrote as if the last 
page was the emg My» significant sen- 
tence: “I like to first.” These are 
the words that many are writing in in- 
delible letters on the page of life—From 


the Sunda®School Chronicle. Sent by 
Mrs. M. atts, Streatham Hill, Lon- 
don, Eng. . 


The College President. — Whosoever 
would be first among you shall be your 
servant. (Golden Text). A little Western 
college needed money. The _ buildings 
were shabby, the salaries underpaid. A 
stranger appeared on the campus and 
asked a man in overalls engaged in 
whitewashing a wall where he could find 
the president. “I think you can see him 
at his house at twelve,” was the reply. 
The visitor went as directed, and met 
the president, whom he recognized, in 
different dress, as the very same man he 
had found whitewashing. Next day 
came a letter with a gift of $50,000. 
The brave spirit of service on the part 
of the president had appealed effectively 
to this man of business—From Dr. J. F. 
Cowan, in the Christian Endeavor 
World. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N.Y. 


The Right Size.— Whosoever would be 
first among you shall be your servant 
(Golden Text). It is said that once, 
when Presidenf“Washington was ‘riding 
near Washington City, with a party of 
peatrnen their horses leaped a rock 
ence ; the last steed over kicked off sev- 
eral stones. “Better replace those,” sug- 
gested the general. “Oh, some one will do 
that!” was the careless reply. When 
the riding party disbanded, Wechlngtin 
turned his horse, and rode back the way 
they had come; dismounting, he care- 
fully replaced the stones. “Oh, gen- 
eral!” chattered a friend who came 
along, “You are too big to be doing 
that!” “Oh, no,” replied Washington, as 
he stood gravely inspecting his work, “I 
am just the right size.”"—From Stockton 
Porter, in the Sunday-School Advocate. 
Sent by Daisy Irwin, Cumberland, Ohio. 


From. the Platform 
By Philip E. Heward 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thy love is not limited 
by our past, but is measured toward us only 
by our need. How lavish is thy goodness, 
thy patience! How wonderful is thy ex- 
pectant, continuing purpose for us! We 
would be more usable, our Master. We 
would be obedient unto thee, our blessed 
Lord. We would learn anew the meaning of 
thy cross, O Christ, our sin-bearer! Teach 
us how to serve thee in humble, glad readi- 
ness to do thy will, and to excel among men 
only in the excellence of the faithful servant. 
In thy dear name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—He was only a 
slave, that man Onesimus, and he had 
been a trial to Philemon, his master. 
But something had changed him. With 
whom had he been living at the time 
this letter was written? Yes,—and to 
live with Paul, to be’near him for any 
time at all, was to learn of Jesus Christ, 
Paul’s very life. Only a slave! But 
Paul can say of him now, “Not now as 
a servant, but above a servant. a brother 
beloved,” as he sends him home, a 
changed man, to Philemon. How long 
would a servant have to live in your 
home in order to become a changed man, 
or woman, through what you might say 
about Jesus Christ? At a meeting of 
men from various schools and colleges, 
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held in a school co dormitory, to 
discuss the need for school and college 
evangelism, the principal of the school 
excused himself from the room, during 
a discussion of individual soul-winning. 
He returned after a few moments, and 
with bowed head, he said, “Pardon me, 
but I could not bear that discussion 
until I had asked the servants in the 
cottage if they had accepted Christ.” 
’ How many of us would have done that? 
May God help us to be true Gospel mes- 
sengers to all whom we can reach with 
a word for the Lord Jesus! Let us 
pray. 





ERVICE 
FIRST IN \ELFLESSNess 
AGRIFICE 
ARE YOU? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Blest be the tie that binds.” 

“Sweet hour of prayer.” 

“Marching to Zion.” 

“From Greenland’s icy mountains.” 
“When I survey the wondrous cross,” 
“Let the lower lights be burning.” 
“What a friend we have in Jesus.” 
“I am praying for you.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm set to music, including 
also some ether parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. rf’. published by. United Presby- 
terian Board ef Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 130:1-8 (264 : 1-3). 
Psalm 126:1-6 (261 : 1-3). 
Psalm 49:1-20 (112: 1-3). 
Psalm 116: 1-19 (229 : 1-3). 
Psalm 125: 1-5 (260: 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 

By. Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
ESSON Teacuinc.—A _ Christian 
lives to help others. 

Review.—For two years Paul lived in 
Rome as a prisoner in his own hired 
house, with a soldier to guard him. 
Instead of complaining about his own 
troubles he tried in many ways to help 
others. To visitors who came to see 
him he told the story of Jesus, so_that 
many became Christians. Paul often 
talked to the soldier to whom he was 
chained by the wrist. He wrote letters 
to friends far away whom he hoped to 
visit if-he should be freed and allowed 
to travel. A dozen of Paul’s letters 
have been kept in the Bible. Some were 
written to churches and some to friends. 
Some were long; others were only a 
page or two. One of. the shortest let- 
ters is about a runaway slave whose 
story you will be glad to know. 

Lesson Story——Onesimus was a slave 
who belonged to Philemon, Paul’s 
friend. Paul must have visited the city 
where Philemon lived, because he helped 
the church that was there. Perhaps Paul 
stayed in Philemon’s home, where Onesi- 
mus, the slave, may have waited on him. 
Paul taught Philemon how to live as a 
Christian. Then Paul traveled on, 
and after a while became a prisoner 
and was taken to Rome. 

Onesimus became tired of being a slave. 
He wanted to be free, so one day he 
ran awav and traveled far until he came 
to Rome. There he heard about a pris- 
oner named Paul, and must have won- 
dered whether he was the same man 
who was a friend of Philemon’s, 

Visitors were allowed to see Paul, so 
Onesimus must have gone and offered 
to help in any way that he could. Paul 
was pleased to have Onesimus do many 
kind things for him. As they talked 
about how they happened to be in Rome, 
Paul learned that Onesimus had run 
away from Phiiemon, who did not know 
where he was. They both decided that 
the right thing for Onesimus to do was 
to go back to Philemon, who must have 
paid much money for such a good ser- 
vant. 


‘you and give you peace. 


Paul hated to lose Onesimus as his 
friend and helper, and Onesimus dreaded 
to go back, for masters were sometimes 
very cruel to a slave who had run away. 
Then Paul said to Onesimus, Your mas- 
ter, Philemon, is my friend, so I will 
write a letter to » which you may 

“I think he will receive you 
kindly, So Paul wrote the letter, some- 
thing like this: 

My dearly loved Philemon, 

You remember how we worked to- 

new for the church in your house. I 

k God for your friendship and men- 
tion you in my prayers. I have heard 
how faithful and loving you are to the 
followers of the Lord Jesus. God bless 


I am.an old man now and a prisoner 
in Rome for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
I want to ask a favor of you; not for 
myself, but another, whom I have learn- 
~ 4 to love, and call him my son be- 
cause he has been so kind to me here. 
He is Onesimus, your runaway slave, 
who found out that I was a prisoner 
and has done everything he could to 
help me, just as you would have done, 
had you here. He took your place. 

I would like to keep him with me 
always, but he belongs to you. He ran 
away, but is going back, so I am send- 
ing this letter by him, feeling sure that 

ou will receive him as a Christiaa 
rother rather than a servant. I hope 
you will be as glad to see him as you 
would be to see me. Be good to him 
for my sake. If he owes you any money 
you can charge it to me. 

You and I worked together like part- 
ners, and have helped each other. You 
took care of me, and I taught you how 
to live as a Christian. I am sure that 
you will do more for Onesimus than I 
have asked for in this letter, I am 
hoping to be free before long, so I am 
asking you to prepare a lodging place 
for me. Pray that I may come to you 
soon. 

Rémember me to all my. friends, 

Your friend and fellow-worker, 


PAuL, 


So Onesimus: started, carrying Paul’s 
letter. It was a long journey, but one 
day he reached the home of Philemon, 
who niust have been surprised and glad 
to see him and to learn about Paul. 

After reading “Paul’s letter, Philemo 
must have thanked God that Onesimnus 
had keiped Paul so much, and he must 
have welcomed Onesimus -kindly, both 
of them hoping that the time would soon 
come when Paul would be able to visit 
them. So Onesimus helped Paul, and 
Paul helped Onesimus, and Philemon was 
ready to help them both. 

Our Memory Verse teaches: Let us 
not love in word... but in deed. We 
remember that the Bible says that “Even 
a child maketh himself known by his 
doings, whether his work be pure and 
whether it be right.” 

Suggest some helpful activity for 
Christmas, 


Peoria, Ix, 
ve 
Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Paul’s life as a prisoner in Rome. 
2. Onesimus’ life as a runaway slave. 
3- Paul’s letter to Onesimus’ master. 














sal your girls to sum up just what 
we do know about Paul’s life in 
Rome, during the two years of this first | 
imprisonment there. 

We know that he lived in his own 
hired house, with the constant enforced 
company, by chains, of Roman soldiers, 
who served as his guards, in turn, un‘il 
he had made converts of many of them 
(Acts 28: 20, 30; Phil. 4:22). 

We know that he was free to receive 
and teach all who cared to visit him 
there (Phil. 1: 12-14), and had the help 
of a little band of faithful fellow-Chris- 
tians, who immortalized their names b 
their devotion to this old prisoner. (Col. 
4:10-14; Philemon 23, 24). Help the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





girls to list them in their notebooks — 





Aristarchus, Mark (how glad we are to 
d him in this company 1), Justus, 
Epaphras, Demas, and Luke. - Others 
came and went from the home churches, 
ministering to Paul’s needs, carrying let- 
ters to his churches, cheering him with 
messages from his old friends (Phil. 
4:18; Eph. 6: 21, 22; Col. 4:7, 8, 9). 
This very imprisqnment must have 
been God’s _ or giving Paul time to 
write these letters—by far the most last- 
ing work he ever did for his Master — 
that expression of himself (as well as 
our inspired statement of the doctrinal 
teachings of our Christian faith) which 
has grown in influence till this day of 
ours, reaching uncounted thousands of 
men since Paul’s life ended on earth. 


2. One of these message-bearers be- 
tween Paul and his distant churches was 
Onesimus, sent back to his old home in 
Colossae, with Tychicus, but not sent 
empty-handed, for he carried to his for- 
mer master there the “Letter to Phile- 
mon” which is as beautiful as it is brief, 
and which surely you will read aloud, in 
full, to your girls—in Modern Speech 
Testament if possible. 

Why Onesimus ran away from Phile- 
mon we do not know, but there is a hint 
in Paul’s mention of the debt Onesimus 
owed his former master. Had he stolen 
this money and run away to escape pun- 
ishment, or did he steal it to run away 
on, that he might “see the world” in the 
great city, as other young men have 
done? At any rate he did run away and 
to Rome, and during his reckless life 
there met Paul, perhaps first hearing 
that he was in prison there through one 
of Paul’s helpers, Onesimus knew who 
and what manner of man he was, for 
he had been with Philemon when Paul 
had founded a church in his house; and 
being persuaded to visit Paul in his lit- 
tle hired house, he himself accepted the 
Gospel and became a new man in Christ 
Jesus, ready to make what amends he 
could for his past dishonesty. (1) 

Probably this Onesimus was a young 
man, aS were so many others among 
Paul’s constant companions. What a 
versatile tact had this “Paul the aged” 
who knew how to win the love of young 
and old, common soldiers and their com- 
manding officers, rich and poor, learned 
and ignorant, high and low, Jew and 
Greek and Roman! Does he not remind 
you. of his Master, in his ways with 
men? Certainly the spirit of the Lord 
qonue breathes through this lovely little 
etter he gave Onesimus to carry back 
as a peace-offering to his former owner 
—“a priceless monument of Christian 
courtesy,” Dr. Stalker calls it. (2) 


3. We shall find more about Onesimus 
and Philemon as we read it—that this 
servant had once lived up to his own 
fine name,- “Helpful,” and had so ac- 
ceptably served Paul that he really 
longed to keep him in Rome. Don’t 
you suppose 
stay there, where he was regarded as 
“the faithful-and beloved brother” (Col. 
4:9) rather than go back to the scene 
of his disgrace and begin all over again? 
But the Teas way was the, right way 
this time, and Paul quite skilfully, yet 
with perfect frankness, pleads forgive- 
ness for Onesimus from Philemon, and 
even more — he pleads for that new love 
between man and man, between brethren 
in Christ Jesus, that rises above all hu- 
man relationships, even while we serve 
one another in such relationships, This 
is the love of Jesus, and “what it is none 
but his loved ones know.” Do you 
know what it is? Do you think Phile- 
mon received Onesimus “as a brother be- 
loved,” and then sent him back to serve 
the missionary in his time of need, that 


he might minister unto him “in the) 


bonds of the Gospel”? 
Home Study 


Read at least three of Paul’s letters | 


from Rome this week — Philippians, Col- 


ossians, and this lovely letter to Phile-| 


mon, noting all personal allusions. 
Decatur, GA. 


To ‘keep the boys wholesomely busy 
you should get Charles McIlwaine’s “Out- 
doors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney,” 
published The Sunday School Times 
Company for $1.25. 





nesimus also longed to| 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “Lift Up” and “Pull Down” 
letters, 

Discussion: Name the different ways 
in which a fellow writes his life record 
on the hearts and lives of men. How do 
life records influence people? 

Objective: Write Christ on the tablet 
of your own heart. 











AY, fellows, you have doubtless 
noticed that some of Uncle Sam’s 
mail boxes on the street say, “Lift Up” 
and others: say, “Pull Down,” Without 
intending it, the Postal Department has 
innocently but aptly divided letters into 
two classes: the kind which lift up and 
the kind which pull down. It would 
really be difficult to write a letter that 
did not grade in one of those two classes. 
If a letter-is “colorless,” —that is, 
neither good nor bad, —it properly be- 
longs in the “Pull Down” class, because 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author ef “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Pau) writes % aleienck 





a. 


Philemon. 2 


| a 
—" 
Vs. 10 











V5. /7. 


—. 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


The scenes will serve to fix in mind some 
of the salient points in Paul’s beautiful let- 
ter. Paul, the “aged prisoner,” writes: not 
only uncomplainingly, but with a cheerful- 
ness, a joy, that’ communicates itself. A 
poor slave befriended, sympathized with, won 
to Christ. A poor runaway slave, fleeing 
from the (doubtless just) displeasure of his 
master. A poor slave started back again, 
for readjustment on a higher level. A hum- 
ble, penitent slave returned, received, re- 
stored, made glad in wonderful new relation- 
ships. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ, a sovereign 
remedy for all ills, evefi between slave and 
master. Why not apply it to the differences 
between capital and labor? 


Greenssoro, N. C. 

































































APR tg ARE yt 


ee ee ed 


LOPE RD Ty 


DS EIS ION aE Ot I 


- ea ee 
ea Zz 
Paw hige Pay ye « 














This Will Help You Decide 
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‘Times books. 


week, 
turn postage. 


| Whether you really need one of these books or not 


Thousands of readers of The Sunday School Times have shown, 
by inquiry and by purchase, such a keen interest in the growing 
list of needed books published by ‘The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, that the publishers believe thousands of others would want 
these books if they could actually see them. 

Please ask your bookseller to show you the latest Sunday School 
If he does not have them in stock, here is a way by 
which you can see some of them for yourself : 
just mark any two books that you really believe you might want. 
Cut out the list and mail it to us. 
be sent to you for a week’s examination. 
simply send us your remittance for the price of the 
Should you return them, you will need to pay only the re- 


HERE ARE SOME OF THE NEW BOOKS: 


On the list below, 
The two books will promptly 
In keeping them, you 
ks, within a 





A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools, 
PO socctia dae sSacnkoubdasee 


How I Know God Answers Prayer, 
0 ES CEES 8 1 


Pearl’s Secret, Mrs. Howard 
The Coming Day, Oftman... ..... 75¢ 


And here are a few noteworthy titles among our older books : 


Kanamori’ s Life Story, Kanamori, $1.25 
Heart Songs, Frost................+ 1.25 
“ey ~ Days Seem Dark, 


hessybsskaersséduqhnarenecs 1. 
Boy-Talks, Howard..............+. 1.50 
Adventuring With Sister Abigail, 

MS Aa esaacysiedecaseiensaaes 





500 Ways to Help Your Church, 
va iahasudtcncausedhsoccsan $2 


Happy Hours for the Boys and 
Bs Se niev i chescicedentass 


My Life and the Story of the 
Gospel Hymns, Sankey......... 2.00 


Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for 
Children, Faris............ 


Your Study Bible, Weddell...... 1.25 


What Do the Prophets Say? 
EES Oey 1 


What Is the Gospel? Trumbull. 75¢ 








Your friends will like books for Christmas, too! 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
































it is a waste of time for both the writer 
and the reader. It is not wise to write 
a letter in the heat of anger or resent- 
ment; you are apt to do harm that you 
would afterward regret. 

But every fellow ought to cultivate the 
art of letter writing, because well ex- 
pressed letters have a peculiar power of 
their own. 

“Never write to a man about a matter | 


} 


A wise old man once said, | 





was filled with the spirit when he sur- 
rendered to Jesus on the way to Damas- 
cus. Here it was that he fully realized 
there was One who had looked into the 
Father’s face and said: “Lay the whole 
sinful, blundering, and wretched record of 
Saul of Tarsus on my shoulders, for he 
is precious unto me!” 

Just so, fellows, will you and I write 
letters once we catch Paul’s spirit as he 


when it, is possible to see him and talk} caught the spirit of the Master. Per- 


it over.” That is doubtless good advice | 
for many cases, but there are times when 
you cannot see your party, and it is im- 
por.ant to communicate your proposition 
in good form and well chosen terms. 

Tucked away in your Testament, fel- 
lows, between Timothy and Hebrews, you 
will find a model letter written by a 
master of letter writing. It is Paul’s 
letter to Philemon. Only one chapter, 
of twenty-five verses, but containing 
such strong and beautiful things, and so 
well expressed, that it stands out as a 
gem even in the Book of books. And 
best of all, fellows, mark the spirit of it. 
That is the very first essential of a good 
letter —the fine spirit which prompts it 
and writes it and sends it and stands be- 
hind it to make good its proposition. 

This is verily a “Lift up” letter. It 
even lifts you and me to a higher level 
of thinking and desiring. One would 
hardly guess that it was written in prison 
but for two uncomplaining references in 
it. Usually, letters coming out of: prisons 
or from people in affliction or disappoint- 
ment bring with them the atmosphere of 
sorrow; they depress us, they pull down. 
Not so, Paul’s letters. 





But the main strength and beauty of | 
the letter are in the purpose and effort | 


of it: to help somebody —to lift up a 
poor slave out of his mistake into the re- 
stored favor of his master. So intent is 
Paul upon accomplishing this by his let- 
ter that he puts behind it his own re- 
sources, whatever they may have been. 
“If he has wronged you,” writes Paul, 
“or owes you anything, put that on my 
account.” 

Now, fellows, that helps us to label 
the spirit of Paul's letter to Philemon. 
We can call it the spirit of Christ. Paul 


haps we shall not always do the thing with 
pen and ink and paper; maybe we shall 
prefer to put our own arm of flesh un- 
der the back-breaking load of some who 
are not so fortunate, nor so strong as 
we. Maybe we shall want to feel our 
own hearts beating against the problems 
and disappointments of folks right where 
we can see the thing working out and 
the sun breaking through. 

But it will be the “spirit” which puts 
it through; and, after all, this is only 
another form of writing, for each of us 
is writing a Letter with his life. The 
Letter is to the world about us and to 
the world we shall leave behind us. 
Some life letters go into the waste-bas- 
ket about as fast as they are written, and 
that is where they belong, for they are 
dictated by the Spirit of Self; but the 
letters which live and bless the world are 
those whose keynote springs from Jesus 
and is summed up in this, one of his 
most wonderful sayings: 

“Whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it; and whosoever shall lose his 
life for my sake the same shall find it.” 

It is the absolute guarantee of a “Lift 
Up” life, and that’s the only kind worth 
living. 

GreEENsSBORO, N. C, 
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Books make a happy fireside, 

Books never wear out their welcome. 

Books as gifts are always in good 
taste. 

Given with confidence —received with 
pleasure —_ books. 

Keep a spare pocket ta keep a book 
for odd-moment rcading. 
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Barley Bread for the 
Bread of Life 
By William McE. Miller 


T WAS a frosty November morn- 

ing, and I was walking briskby along 
a Persian country road that'led east- 
ward toward Meshed. The big canvas- 
topped wagon that was carrying my 
companions and our baggage was com- 
ing along behind, but it was too cold 

ride, and I thought it much nicer 
to travel by foot. 

Presently I came up with a boy who 
was riding a donkey and carrying a 
spade on his shoulder. A funny little 
baby donkey was lazily peony alon 
behind. “Peace upon you!” I sai 

“Upon | you be peace !” the boy politely 
replied, * ‘your kindness is very great.” 

‘Where are you going this cold morn- 
ing?” I inquired, by way of starting up 
a conversation. 

I am going to a village ten miles 
from here to put in some crops, and my 
friends are on there ahead of me,” he 
replied, pointing to a group of men on 
donkeys some half mile in front of us. 

“Are you a molla?” I asked again, 
which in Persia means, “Can you read?” 

“Yes, ” he proudly replied, “T am.a 
molla.” 

I was somewhat surprised at his an- 
swer, for there are usually only two or 
three men in a village who know how 
to read. I was in a village of a thou- 
sand houses not long ago which did not 
have a single school, and I have just 
returned from a visit to an important 
city of twenty-five thousand — people 
which does not have any school for girls. 

“Can you read this book?” J asked, 
pulling a little blue book out of my 
pocket, ahd handing it to him, “It is 
called ‘St. Luke,’ and is a part of the 
book of God, the Bible.” 

He took the book, opened it up, and 
began to read aloud in a monotonous 
drone just as the Persian boys are taught 
to read in the old-fashioned schools. 

After a little he handed the book 
back to me. 

“Didn’t you like it?” I asked. 

“It doesn’t eat to my pain,” he replied, 
“we have a book of God of our ewn, 
the Koran.” 

“Have you ever read the Bible be- 
fore?” 

“No 

“Ts ia a Bible in your village?” 

“Yes, but they say we must not read 
it, because it is a bad book.” 

“But,” I replied, “how do you know 
it is a bad book till you read it and see 
for yourself? I gave you an apple a 
few minutes ago; 
foolish to say it was bad and throw ad 
away before you had tasted it.” 

Here the boy noticed that the baby | 
donkey was lagging way behind, and he | 
had to stop and call and coax till the 
little fellow caught up 

After a little I said, “T’d like to tell 
you a story that is in ‘that book. Once 
there was a father who had two sons. 
One day the younger son came to his | 
father and said to him, ‘Father, give 
me my share of your property.’ So the 
father divided his goods between his 
sons, and the younger son got his things 
together and went off to a far country 
and spent all his money in doing bad 
things,” and I went on with the story 
of the Prodigal Son to the end. “See, 
here it is in the book,” I added, hand- 
ing him the book again. He took it and 
continued to read aloud to himself till 
we caught up with his friends. 

“What is that you’ve got?” one of them 
called out. ~ 

“It’s a book, it tells. about a man and 
his son who went away from home,” he 
answered and went on reading. I talked 
to the friends, and showed them other 
books that I had and read them the 
chapter in John about the Good Shep- 
kerd, and another boy who was a molla, 
9 a John and began to read for him- 
self. 

“But haven’t you another book with 
the story of the son in it?” he -inquired. 
I told him that I had not. 








you would be very | 
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As we came near the place where our 
roads parted I called to the boy,~who 
was still reading his Luke, “Don’t you 
want to buy that book?” 

“What is the price?” ht inquired. 

“The price is only four shies. [about 
three cents].” 

“But I have no ng A 

“Yes, but you have bread, give me a 
piece of your bread, and I will give you 
the book.” 


I knew that if he paid for his book 
he would be far more apt to read it than 
if J ve it to him free. 

1 right,” he said, and untying the 
ro. strip of cloth that he wore wrap- 
ped around him for a girdle he pulled 
out a large, flat piece of Persian bread, 
which looked more like a very big and 
very thin batter-cake than the kind of 
loaves of bread that we are used to in 
America, and handed it to me. - I rolled 
it up tight, and put it in my pocket, and 
my friend on the donkey held on to his 
book. 

“When you finish that one you'll have 
to come to Meshed to get another,” I 
called back as we parted. 

“Your coming was very pleasant, may 
God keep you!” they. replied. 

The last I saw of my friend he was 
still holding his little blue book up be- 
fore him reading as he rode along. And 
when I had waved a final “good-bye” I 
reached down into my pocket for a piece 
of the barley-bread to chew on. 


MESHED, PERSIA, 
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“in internationc aa Sunday -Schoo 


By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt D., LL.D 


| Its suggestions tos teachers. its 

maps and pictures, are compre- 
| hensive and thor yugh, and al! this 
| material is presented in a form 

which can be easily and profitably 
| utilized 

To every student its study ‘5 an 

inspiration 

Let us send youapear 
e fies? 


the volum of 


$2.00 Net $2.10 Delhver 


W:itlDL-COMP 


; . TKEET BOSTON 
Terminal Buniding © 
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“JUST WHAT cone BEEN LOOKING 





Pell’s Bible Stories 


g ‘* We heartily recommend every one of ONLY 


| 








these volumes to parents and Sunday- gm. 
school teachers in search of aids i in Ls 50 Crs. 
the Bible stories to the young. 5. 
| Magazine. 


| ‘The Story of Abraham. As wel by -. 
The Story of Paul. As Told by H: 

The Story of Jesus for Little People. 

The Story of Joseph—The Dreame: 

The Story of David —The Idol of the People. 


F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Av., N. Y.; 17 N. Wabash Av., Chicago 


WEYMOUTH’S 
MODERN SPEECH 
NEW TESTAMENT 


** ft revitalizes the Living Word.’’ 


14BsscoSt.THE PILGRIM PRESS #9 ¥, sci, 


AT YOUR DEALER’S 
ASK FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR. 


EACH 























You can be quickly cured, if you 


STAMMER 


Send ro cents for 288-page book onStammering and 
Stuttering, ‘* Its Cause and Cure.’” it telis how | 
Sean mvself after stammering 20 yrs.B.N.Rogue, 


63 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. fil. St., tadianapofis. 
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The organ 
is always best 


No other instrument 
is so well adapted for 
church music as the 
organ. The piano is not 
a satisfactory substitute. 
Experience shows that 

~ singing is best sustained 
by the tones of the organ. 
Estey Reed Organs have 
for seventy-five’ years 
been the first choice of 
thousands of churches. 
We make both pipe and 
reed organs, and can 
‘supply any organ.need. 


ESTEY 
Organ Company 


DEPT. C. 
Brattleboro, Vermont. 











ANew Christmas Service Free 


We want you to see 


THE GIFT OF LOV 
of merit. You will like it. 





our new S. S. Service 
free. 


with cute songs, is the best ever, 15c. 
p. WHEN THE KING CAM 





for young people. Beautiful. Nomysic. f2c. 
CHRISTMAS FOLKS, a wholesome, amusing 

cantata for Sunday school or Day schosl. 12c. 
HYMNS.FOR TODAY, for Sunday school and 

Church, Vo a 20 Christmas h hymns and two 


Christmas servic ice ms. mple copy sent 
- Give us AER RO sted) and 
++ agg om new Catalog of 


duets, ‘wien quartets for women’s voices, also 
men’s voices, and anthems for mixed voices. 


If imeoreated in Sunday school orchestra music 
you should know what we have for you. Write 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


FREE 


FREE SAMPLES TO oa PASTOR or COM. 
6 new, original Christmas S. S. Services 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


i % Price, 20c, (25c¢ for Helper and 3 


Herod’ pu len. A Song Story—Cantata. Price, 30c. 

Victo Christmas. A Song Story for the 
Sunday. School, 2 

The ances King. Choir Cantata by Dr. Adam 


Here Comes Christmas. Children’s Cantata. 


Pri 
Songs for le Singers, No. 3. Price, 30c. All 


"Encamp Heiper) sent tier examination. 


Hall-Mack Co. ) 2lst and Arch Streets, 
Adam Geibel Co. Philadelphia, Pa. 


PREPARE (] ist as § ° 























Your Own 


You can do it easily and without the asual worries 
by sending 25c in stamps for a copy of 


Kriss Kringle Resitations, Dialogues and Songs 


A collection of 148 Recitations, 1o Diaolgues and 10 
Songs,every ome good,easy to memorize and especially 
adapeed for the younger folks a 6 to 15 years of age. 


Meyer & Brother, Publishers ’* 7, W.WashingtonSt. 


- 8" Chicago, illinois. 


PULPIT MASTERPIECES 


For preachers, teachers and Christian workers 











THE MORNING STAR OF BETHLEHEM 


A striking Christmas message 


THE WAY OF THE CROSS LEADS HOME 
A gospel masterpiece. Text, John 14:6. 
ice, fifty cents each. 


M. E. & B. WH. WILLARD 
6 Townsend Ave. Danville, Hinois 


GIST OF LESSONS 1922 FREE 


To any Pi acdaee sending us a list of r2 
or more S. S. teachers we will send an introduc- | 











tory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the Lesson 1922. 


Absolitely free and postpard. 
F. H. REVELL CO. 158 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 








The Old T. 
Atonement Fulfilled be 
Rev. Professor C. F. 
before the University of Oxtord ~ a 


well wn scholar. His conclusion is 
on whole sound, but the way by 


1 which he arrives at it is decidedly operr 


to question. In the course of a trench- 

t criticism of some recent Bampton 
lectures on the Atonement by Dr. Rash- 
dall; Dr. Burney endeavors to show that 


the ‘Old Testament teaches an objective 


view of the Atonement, which is found 

the New, but i nk denied by Dr. Rash- 

li. In coming, however, to this con- 
clusion, Dr. Burney denies that the Old 
Testament teaches the aspect of substi- 
tution as-an elemerit of the Atonement, 
while his view of the fundamental idea 
of sacrifice as communion rather than 
propitiation is more in line with Robert- 
son Smith than it is with the Bible. But 
as a criticism of Rashdall, the sermon 
is true and forcible, and well deserves 
attention. (Oxford University Press, 
New York, 45 cts.) 


Studies in the Book of Revelation (By 
D. M. Stearns) —The author, who 

passed away in November, 1920, was one 
a the, best-known and most beloved of 
Christian preachers and teachers, and 
this book represents a series of addresses 
delivered on Sunday afternoons in 1896, 
together avith questions sent in by his 
hearers from week to week. The ad- 
dresses were reported and typewritten, 
and this book, though appearing so long 
after the addresses were given, has the 
advantage of possessing the author's. own 
revision and modifications, as -he went 
through the book ¢gain and again with 
his congregation almost up to the time 
of his death. The general line of in- 
terpretation is that known as Futurist, 
but readers will not go to the book so 
much for light on the Revelation as 
for spiritual insight and inspiration: Dr. 
Stearns “was a greater spiritual force 
than he was a teacher, and on every 
page this book has _ the delightful 
marks of his gracious personality, He 
did ‘not so much teach as “bless,” and 
those who valued him as‘a pastor and 
friend, to say nothing of the great mis- 
Sionary constituency all over the world 
with which he_was* connected, will wel- 
come this’ book, which is so truly char- 
acteristic of this honored servant of 
Christ. The book is not sold, but will 
be sent free of charge as far as possible, 
the circulation being supported entirely 
dy voluntary offerings. (Published by 
Fred Kelker, Harrisburg, Pa.) 


S. .. Life Indeed (By John F. Ge- 
ung? .—The theme of this book is the 
ual evolution of life from its earliest 
gradual ev up to its crown in Jesus 
Christ (p. 203). Everything is viewed 
from the standpoint of evolution and 
interpreted in the light of it. But in 
doing this, the author has had to give 
an entirely new interpretation to many 
Bible passages, and, while what he says 
is offen suggestive ‘and pone taiy sur- 
prising, it is impossible to square it 
with the plain acts of Scripture. 
Dr. Genung deal. some telling blows at 
modern critics, and shows. the impossi- 
bility of their theories’ He makes a 
fine point against those who endeavor to 
reduce the figure of our Lord so as to 
ceme within the limits of the natural, 
and he says that it would be better to 
throw away this naturalistic’ Jesus and 
keep the Gospel of John (p. 201). Nor 


| 4s there any real consideration of what 


is implied in the inspiration of Scripture, 
as, for instance, when he speaks of Bible 
writers overstating things sometimes (p. 
166). Above all, there is no proper 
treatment of sin and redemption, the 
view of atonement stated just at the end 
being manifestly inadequate and impos- 
sible. Like many other modern books, 
the death of Christ is the rock which is 
fatal to many theories. The author has 
no idea of Divine grace, since the well- 
known poem,“Jim Bludso,” by John Hay, 
is praised for its essential truth.. One 
great difficulty which impresses a reader 


(Continued on the next page) 
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THE WORLD'S BEST BOOK 
Is THE WORLD'S BEST GIFT 


Abraham Lincoln said the Bible was the best book God has 
to man. Let your be one of these beautiful 
rd editions of the 's best book. 
(Oxford India paper styles have an ‘‘X"*’ after the number.) 


Oxford Children’s Bibles Oxford Large Print Bibles 
02145 With 32 black filus- @1607 Small Pica type, Kera- 
trations. Keratol tol binding, lim: 
binding eeecces 01608 gems type, 
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With 82 colored fllus- 01005x As 01608, 
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orecco lea 
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Mand bound in French M paper, - 
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With Children’s helps, 
32 se 
atol binding ........ 
With 4,000 

and answers, 32 black 

and colored illustra- 
tions helps .....+ 4.00 

With 116 black and 

colored illustrations... 6.06 
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Oxford 8. 8. Teachers’ Bibles 


04403 Minion type, French 
Morocco leather bind- 


eee eee etre aeereee 


6, printed on Ox- 
ford India paper...... 
@4458 Minion biack-faced 
type, mch Morocco 
: leather binding .....- 640 
O5458 As 04458, with ~~ hed 
Jesus Christ in red.. 
O778x As 04453, printed on 
-Oxfo ra India paper ooo ACE 
O6453x As 05453, printed on 
Oxford india paper.. 
045283 Long Primer self pro- 
9 nouncing. type, French 


typ eee 
01182x Nonparett EPO. ccccees 4.15 
Q1828x Minion type ccceseece 4.26 


Scofield Reference Bibles 


a 
& 


a3 ‘Brevier Black - faced 
type, French Morocco. 1.76 


Same, printed on Ox 
ford India paper.....10.50 
O028x As 04523, printed on 176x As 76x, with concord- — 
Oxford India paper... BNCO secccceccececerss 
At all booksellers or from the publishers 


Oxford University Presse American Branch 
33 West Thirty-second Street New York City 
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“One Room into Many—Many into One” 


E | Folding and Rolling Partitions| 


Sune <a & procttesiiy the Ean, Economical 
in space: Simple in operation, Used in more 
than 38,000 churches and public institutions. 
Write for illustrated booklet 
4 THE J.G. WILSON CORPORATION 
—_) a — | 
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Put Your Church in Touch with the Community 


WiTH AN ———-——- 


ACME INTERCHANGEABLE STEEL. SIGN 


Send for Price List. GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 14 VESEYST.,NEWYORK. {| 




















THOUSANDS ARE ENJOYING THE OLD, OLD STORY IN ITS NEW SETTING! 


The Twentieth Century New Testament 


NEW POCKET EDITION, $1.25—READY F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Ave., N. Y.; 17N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 


CIFTS, APPROPRIATE, LASTING, HELPFUL 


Drop us a card for description and prices of more tan 300 different gifts suitable for young and old. 
5,000 special, fine Bibles and Testaments at bargain prices. Beautiful Mottoes, Calendars, Xmas Cards, 
and agg Books’ and Hooklets. Mention this ad and get “‘ Everybody's Birtbright,’’ by Clare E. 


Laughlin. Great story, $1.00 value for 80c. 
PENTECOSTAL PUBLISHING COMPANY, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 
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With the New Books 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


is that if Christ is the crown of evolu- 
tion, it is difficult to see why the process 
is not still going on and developing a 
higher type than that of Christ. Nor is 
there any clear statement as to how we 
become one with Christ in dis character 
and life. And so, while there is much 
in the book that is suggestive, beautiful, 
and true, and while the spirit of the 
writer is ‘always reverent and attractive, 
it is impossible to regard the interpreta- 
tion of the book as satisfactory either 
to the Bible or to life. With all its 
charm, and it has a Pe deal, it really 
tends to empty the Scriptural doctrine 
of “the Life indeed,” of all its es- 
sential features. ( Marshall Jones Co., 
Boston, $3.) 













FOR QUICK, 
EDUCATIONAL 
METHOD -- 
An Attractive 
Christmas Prescat: 
Consisting of 


THR KS OF KNOWLEDGE. RE- 
HOUSE OF INFORMATION. You Fin 4 
real walking encyclopedia and be able to 
p now ph BA 
Really compressed knowledge. 


, MAIL COUPON TODAY 


4, B. SANDERS & CO., 84 Swift Bidg., Ciacianati, 0. 
Bend me QUICK EDUCATIONAL METHOD con- 
Seting oh pes teetnet Knowledge. i agree to pay 

Postman $6.00. If not satisfied 1 will return books 
in five days and you are to tefund my money atonce. 


Sins : The Young People’s 
‘ome = Prayer-Meeting 
The Most Simple and Time Saving 


By Bessie E. Stockwell 
Head’s 5. S. Secretaries’ Record 
Head’s §. S. Class Books ; «| December 18 Conscience: 


Nothing more simple, giving a perfect record of entire Paisvoatang It, Obeying It, 
sch ool, has ever been issued. cts 4 : 13-20. p 

A vetirnable sample copy aff beth beoke pent Jor December 25. Following the Star: What Do 

way come a8 on request. Men Find? Matt. 2:1-12. (Christmas 





























Teaching It, 
Prov. 20 : 27; 











meeting.) 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY January 1. Better Christian Endeavor Soci- 
258 Fifth Avenue, New York 17 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago eites. 1 Cor. 15:57, 58. (Consecration 
meeting.) 
RECITATIONS nan > bg me : eaten Gen, 41: 
DRILLS adie Bilt 
SKETCHES 
MONOLOGUES Sunday, December 11 
PANTOMIMES 


Points In the Pledge We Are Likely to 
Neglect (Luke 9 : 57-62) 


Mon.—“Trusting” Neglected (Matt. 14 : 22-39). 
The disciples forgot who had promised te 
meet them en the other side. Forgetting 
Him means trouble in the lifeboat, but 
trusting him insures a cruise to which the 
most raging billows cannot bring shipwreck. 

Tues.—Our Covenant Is With Him (Jer. 31: 
31-34). No natural heart ever kept a cove- 
nant with God. Christ paid man’s penalty 
for covenant-breaking and offers freely a 
new heart which loves the will of God. 
Have you a. covenant-keeping heart? 

Wed.—To Imitate Jesus (John 10 : 22-30). Pos- 
sessing an indwelling Christ is better than 
striving to imitate him. Paul prayed “That 


ELOCUTION AND PHYSICAL CULTURE BOOKS 
Catalogue on Request. 
EDGAR S. WERNER & CO. 
11 Bast 14th Street, New York City 


BRONZE tacers 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Brenze Foundry 
_ Dept. 9), 55 556 w. 27th St., N New York City. — 














Communion Ware of Quality 








Christ may make his home in your hearts 

Reem 353, 1701-1708 Ohestaut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, throug! your faith.” Imitation turns our 
eyes to self, but faith keeps us looking to 
Jesus. 








| Thurs.—Te Read the Bible (James 1 : 21). 
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, H ymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 
Word we grow .and bear fruit. 


Globe Furniture Company; f2.ra ichien: 
CHUIRCH PEIVE POM SALA rice tree Doth Cie. 61-1). Danie 


About fifty good oak pews 11 ft., 12 tt, and 134t. long, | had a splendid excuse for not praying, but 
Cushions to go with them, A’ barges offered for a God was dearer fo him than people, dearer 
for a quick sale. CGomatumonte wiih than his own life What a privilege is ours 


F. M. McFALL, 19 Unien Street, Cortland, N. Y. of knowing Daniel's God intimately! 


-Sat—Te Do Our Part (1: Cor. . 16 : 10-18). 
Mr. Howard’s NewBoeks 





mouth of God.” By believing God’s prom- 











No Bible 
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Christ gives greater joy to those who sur- 
render themselves to him for service than 
ever can be found in worldly pleasures. 
Our time here is too precious to waste. 





WILL MAKE | aly i es piano scales isa wee 

° | some task, but when a pianist is able 

Good Christmas Presents - his agers eae at At oe 
. | the keys, sounding forth beautiful mel- 

Boy-Talks ody pictures from his artist heart, the 


+4 p= ag gd = talke that carlier irksomeness is forgotten. “To 


best; intimate talks about the things every take some part in every. meeting” is a 
1 


boy is “up against,” coming right from the . - ry 
heart of one who still remembers when he nightmare to the young ideavorer, and 


was a boy. For parents to put in the hands getting up in a cold room for the almost 
ef boys, or for pastors, Sunday-school teach- forgotten Bible reading and quiet time 


other speakers for use in talkin ° . > b 
with ‘Seve. “51.50. © is sometimes a “rule” under which he 


. chafes; but day by day, as he remem- 
When the Days Seem Dark bers “I promise Him .. . whatever He 


. A book of comfort and encouragement : 4 > ite H > SES 
that will really help, because the author | WOuld like ” the habit-forming effort loses 


“understands.” In these days of stress, not | its dullness, Christ becomes_real, the 
enly the afflicted, discouraged, or distressed , jj, F daily > H alk- 
need comfort and enoouragement, but every- Joy ot daily, hourly, momentarily walk 
body feels the need of light and gui@ance. | ing with Him takes possession of him 

and makes witnessing, praying, and read- 


This book gives it convincingly. $1.25, 
A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools ing the Word natural and indispensable, 
‘Christ in you the hope of glory,’ 


Practical help on lesson preparation, 


knowing the pupil, securing attention, ask- Says A. B. Simpson, “is not a process 
mg questions, using illustrations, conducting » > ) 
reviews, getting the pupils to work, leading of te aching or even the formation of a 
them to Christ. Simply told and practically) Character, but it is acquaintance with a 
illustrated from actual experience for the| Person, an intimate union and_fellow- 
help of the untrained teacher. 75 cents. 


| ship with ‘Him, so that he actually comes 
| into our being and becomes the source 
| and strength of our. very life,..re-living 
his own life in us, and we falling with 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





by every word that proceedeth out of the | 


ise we obtain salvation and by the same | 


| 
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perfect naturalness inte his will, his 
plan, his step all his perfect life.” 

“Whatever He would like to have me 
do” must inevitably lead to fruit-bear- 
ing. “I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth 
srunte and t..at oad tom should remain.” 

Chur unday-school, the 
Christin’ Ba 70 heed Soon are splendid 
places. for .ruit-bearing. n the Church's 
‘training school,” by constantly wit- 
nessing for him he will give confi- 
dence nd trust us with, greater and 
greater responsibilities, until we are glad 
to f low him “whithersoever.” 

“What you have to do is to trust, and 
the work of the Holy Spirit is to enable 
you every moment to remember Jesus 
and trust him!”—Andrew Murray. 


Why should we observe the first 
clause of the ?—Because trust- 
ing in the Lor DP cms Christ is the es- 
sence of the ristian life — trusting 
him for salvation, for life itself, for 
all that we need. He i is the all-sufficient 
one, 

What is < “rule of life,” aid how is 
it broken?—A “rule of life” is a’ habit. 
It is broken when we allow it to be 
superseded by an inferior habit. 

Why should the pledge be co 
studied ?—Because. it will turn ‘our 
nds. and hearts toward God and his 

or 


Norwoop, Oux10. 














The Victorious Life 








Under this heading in frequent issues of The 

Sunday Scheo! Times will be feund announce- 

ments of forthcoming Victerious Life Con- 

ferences, news of Conferences already held, 

teaching and incidents about, and testimonies 

from, those who have accepted the free gift of 
Victery in Christ. 


In a Girls’ School 


CHRISTIAN mother attended the 
Victorious Life Conference last Au- 
gust at Linwood Park, Ohio, and wel- 
comed the light of God’s Word upon per- 
sonal victory through faith in Christ. 
She returned this autumn to an op- 
portunity for service in a girls’ school, 
and she writes as follows of some of 
the blessirfgs God has given her there: 
“For ten days now I’ve been back in 
my former place ef service connected 
with a school that is not at all Chris- 
tian even in name, and as I grew better 
in health and prayed His guidance upon 
my coming back h 


NOVEMBER 26, 1921 


‘TT AIDS GROWTH! 


Cod-liver oil contains 
elements that science 
considers needful in 
promoting growth and 
sustaining strength. . 


; . 
i Scott’s Emulsion 
of. rarest Norwegian 
cod-liver oil, should be 
given liberally to the 
boy or girl who may 


: Bate be send bang 











Shave, Bathe and 
Shampoo with one 
Soap.— — Cuticura 


buts is the favor! 




















ere, God made it very | 


clear that here is where he wanted me. | 


I have charge of twelve girls in one of 


the cottages, and it is expected that the | 


Matron shalkchaperone these girls to pic- 
ture shows, dances, and the like. And 
yet the Lord had sent me here! Well, 
when the night came to go to such an 
affair, the Holy Spirit simply took every- 


thing out of my hands and turned’ the, 


evening into a song and prayer service at 
the girls’ own request, and the show was 
never mentioned. In the last few days 
several of these girls have accepted Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour, and the Spirit is 
still working in the hearts of the others.” 


Calendar of-Conferences 


Eee PEPE ECLeT Eee Ce ee November 5-26 
Guatemala City, Annual Mission- 
ary Conference ..........0ssse6 December 4-11 


The Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie, the Rev. 
L. L. Legters, Speakers at both con- 


ferences. 
Keswick Grove, N. J., Young Peo- 
ple’s Conference ............ November 25-27 


Mr. C. G. Trumbull and the Rev. Roger 
B. Whittlesey, of Chitta Inland Mis- 
sion, speakers. 
Rate from Friday night to Monday morn- 
ing, $4.50. Application for enrolment should 
be sent to Addison C. Raws, Keswick Grove, 


N. J. 
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Gistof the Lesson 
By.R. A. TORREY 

The old reliable vest-pocket S. S$. Lessom 
Companion. World-famed for its con- 
densed thought, concise expression, per- 
tinent illustration and spiritual appeal. 

FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
258.5th Av.. New York 17 N. Wabash Av., Chica; 








Dupiex Envelope “5 
RICHMOND, 





Tt tetts how to receive 
a generous income for 
life: regular, unchange- 
able, non-taxable. In- 
vestment absolutely 
safe. Your money 
helps a Christian enter- 
prise. 





ible Society 
louse 
stor Place, New York 











THREE mecis, ES your name Syeecet in genuine 
olly or floral 
The United Pe Pencil "Co., 318 B’dway, New York. 





is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
n't miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘*There 

is no other 1 like as well.”” Sample copy /ree. 

158 Fifth Avenue, New York. a lessen 


Men Who Prayed 


By Henry W. Frost 
Home Director of the China Inland Mission. 
Studies of the influence and power of 
prayer in the lives of God’s ancient ser- 
vants, showing principles and values 
for us in the present. 
$ 1.50, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CoO., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR" y) 
Cc 
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~ the price. _ 


Lesson for December’ 11 - 
‘Philemon * 


Home Department eiisilines | 


, (Continued from page 676) 

fered in the discussion that followed. 
There were three definite things, how- 
ever, that the conference ed were 
essential in overcoming the indifference 
in the Visitor. a - ; 

1. Consecrated leadership — that there 
should be no room to question the de- 
yotion and consecration: of the Home 
Department. Superintendent in the dis- 
charge of her duties. 

2. Quarterly or monthly Council meet- 
ings, where the privileges, opportunities, 
and responsibilities of the Visitor should 


jn one way or another always be mdde 


prominent,. One delegate .said at the 
conference: “A Visitor has no right to 
expect that her members shall be faith- 
ful in.. their-study: if she is negligent in 


4 


providing them with the material, or that } 


shall be prompt with their reports 


when she is slovenly, in the discharge of* 


her duties.” At these meetings, ag 
‘praers should always be -offer for 
the ‘Visitors, that they be faithful in the 
work of the department... _ . 

3-yPersistent effert on the part of the 
superintendent te “oversee the work of 
each Visitor, that if for any reason an 
catinet attend. {6 \their quarterly -wor 
on time, the material be returned to the 
“membership committee, whose duty it is 
to ‘help out in ‘special - cases,~ and. that 
the quarterly report, both in the Sun- 
day-school and on the department’s min- 
utes; makes mention of each Visitor who 
has had such assistance. There are. 
four, words which perhaps would cover 
it all: Example, prayer, patience, and 
persistence. : 





Ask ‘Marion Lawrance!: 











Kentucky.—Do you regard teacher-training 
as the point of chief emphasis at present 
in ‘our Sunday-schools?—A AT. >. 
"FenCBER- RAIN is certainly 

vital to the work, and is greatly ne- 
glected in our Sunday-schools, The day 
will come, and I trust some of. our 
readers may live to see itg when all 
teachers will be expected to have made 
some special preparation for the office 
of teaching in the Sunday-school, There 
is no way by which a school can be lifted 
$o effectually as“by lifting the quality of 
the teaching that is don@ It is a long, 
slow process to have trained -teachers 
in. your Sunday-school, but’ it can= be 
done by anybody who is willing to* pay 
The failure.to pay the pfice 
is the cause of much of our inefficiency. 
The gréat- crying need of the whole 
field 1s: for teachers—trained teachers. 
There -is no other problem which bulks 
so large as this, so far.as the real work 
of the Sunday-school is concerned.; Any 
Sunday-school. which takes its work se- 
riously, especially if-it has*a hundred 
or two hundred members, or more, can 
havé trained teachers. It requires hard 
work and a great deal of it, but it can, 
be done. Send to your denominational 
pebtshing house for leaflets'on Teacher- 
raining, and use the books represented 
by your own board: Slow as the process 
of Teéacher-Training is, it is the quick- 
est possible pathway to success. 





Ohio.—I am ‘on a committee to devise some 
means or formulate some plans to arouse 
interest im the attendance in our Sunday- 
school. We thonght of trying the graded 
system whereby each pupil would receive a 
certain percent for his presence in the Sun- 
day-school, his preparation of the Iesson, 
bringing his Bible to Sunday-school, ‘and 
his presence in the church service. Those 
receiving the highest grades would have 

hed rv placed upon the honor rol.— 


HE more definite the aim, the more 
sure it is of attainment. A story has 
gone the roynds of some soldiers in the 
uropean war who were at target prac- 
tise~ At first a plain white target was 
set up, and thirty percent of the sol- 
diers hit the target; then a black bulls- 
eye was put in the center, and fifty per- 
cent of the soldiers hit the target, then 
«instead of the bull’s-eye there was placed 
in. the center a picture of the face- cf 


z 
Z 


year. It was wonderful how the inter- 
est was maintained: by this process, al- 


being given at the time the reports were 
made, The goal for the offering was 
five cents a nfember each Sunday. The 
figures below will show how the first 
sight Sundays of the. Quarter stood. 

first column gives the goal for 
each Sunday, which, as stated above, 
was twenty-five percent in advance of 
the same Sunday of the preceding: year ; 
the second column gives the actual at- 
tendance; the: third column gives the 
gain or loss indicated by the + or - 
sign;the fourth column is the goal for 
the offering at five cents per capita; the 
fifth column is the. actual offering for 
that Sunday: 


$15.62 


Jan: 3..... 254 276 22+ $12.70 

Jan. 10..... 279 289 10+ _ 13.95 17-17 
Jan.-.172,... 276. 272 4— 13.80 14.70 
Jan. 24..... jor 265 g0— ~=—s«s1§.05 =, 20.24 
2 NE OS 328 259 69- 16:40 16.45 
BOR. $.2625 249 297 48+ 12.45 .> 17.61 
Feb. 14..... 269 284 IS+-. 13.45 15.31 
Feb. 21..... 270 293 23+ 8«13:50 = 18.91 


From the above it will be observed 
that we have reached our goal with nine 
points only to the good, or a trifle over 
one point per Sunday, while the offering 
has reached nearer seven cents per 
member than five. There’ is no special 
stress laid upon this. matter, and ‘cer- 
tainly no clap-trap arrangement to ‘se- 


+ cure the attendance. The ‘school is grow- 


ing quite slowly, indeed, duting the entire 
year previous, the net growth of the 
school was only about one a week. We 
“have laid the stress rather upon secur- 
ing the attendance of those who are 
already members. - 

The above illustration,’ though some- 
what personal, is given solely for the 
purpose of emphasizing the value of be- 
ing specific in your aims. Thé marking 
system of the school calls for attendance 
at church. This’ applies to all above the 
Junior grade; below ‘tifat grade church 
attendance is not ‘required. 

For all officers and teachers of the 
whole school, and for-ail''scholars above 
the Junior Department,.the ‘marking for 
each Sunday is as follows: Attendance 
at Sunday-school; .60; ‘attendance at 
church, 20;- offering brought, 20; perfect 
marking, 100: For tardiness ‘or miscon- 
duct deduct ro. 

For Beginners, Junior, and Primary 
scholars, the marking is as follows: At- 
tendance at Sunday-school, 80; offering 
brought, 20; perfect marking,-100. For 
tardiness or misconduct deduct 10. 

In the Home Department, ‘a perfect 
marking is given fer keeping up the reg- 
ular work and reporting it each Quarter. 

In order to earn the honors of! the 
year and secure the diploma and seals 
all members — officers, teachers, an 
scholars alike — must secure an average 
marking of 90 for the entire year, and 
all (€xcept Primary scholars} must read 
all the memory verses in our Red Book 
at least once a..Quarter. 

In order to be perfectly fair to all, 
soa absences are excusable, as fol- 
ows: 


1. Sickness of member or contagious 
diseasé in the family,’ Slight sickness 
that would not keep.one from day-school 
or business is not recognized-as sufficient 
cause for excuse. If the absentee will 
fill out a “Sickness Excuse Card” and 
have it signed by the teacher, his record 
— be restored for the Sunday he was 
absent. 


2. Out of the city. If the absentee will 
visit some Sunday-school each Sunday 
when out of the city and have his “Out 
of the City Excuse Card” signed by some 
officer of the school visited, his record 
will be restored for each such. absence 
All members should secure Excuse Cards 
of their teachers and keep them at home. 
No absénce is excused without the Ex- 
cure Card properly ~filled -out, 





the leading official of the opposing army, } 


Special. — Any member-car carn: the 
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though very little time was taken in|. 
the schodl to refer to it, bare mention]. 
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vitae of the ges he really a . 
1 is parents will, operate), an 
could do po even if the requirement were 


100 instead of 90. Every one who earns 
the honors encourages others to do s0, 
and helps to make our school better. 





The Key-to Success Is Work— 
There Is no Substitute for It! 


In order to do your best work, you must be 
healthy. You must sleep soundly at night, your 
nerves must be strong, steady and under perfect 
control. ; 


If you are accustorned to. drinking tea or 
coffee with yogr meals or between meals, you 
may be loading yourself with a very great handi- 
cap. Your nervous system may be stimulated 
beyond what is natural for you. 


For tea and coffee contain thein and caffeine. 
Thése are drugs as any doctor can tell you. : 
They are known to irritate the nervous system 
by their action and to cause restlessness and 
insomnia, which prevent the proper recuperation 
of the vital forces, 

If you want to be at your best, capable of 
doing the very best work that lies in you, why 
not stop drinking tea and coffee? Drink Postum, - 
the rich, satisfying beverage made from scienti- 
fically roasted cereals. 


Postum contains absolutely no drugs of 
any kind, but in flavor tastes much like rich 
coffee, It. helps nerve and brain structure by 
letting you get sound restful sleep, 

Postum comes in two forms: Instant Postum (in tins) 
made instantly in the cup by the addition of boiling water. 
Postum Cereal (in packages of larger bulk, for those who 
prefer to make the drink while the meal is being prepared) 
made by boiling for 20 minutes. 


Ask your grocer for Postum. Sold everywhere, 
Postum for Health 


**There’s a Reason” 











The Christian’s Christmas Greetings 


Size, 334/' x 5%"! 
The verses which are catchy and possess the 


Versep sy Amos R. Watts.‘ Six designs. 


Choice gold-bordered greetings cards of excellent stock. ‘T! : ’ 7 
element of a Welcome personal interest have also the Christian viewpoint. ‘here are no better cards than 
these for the expression of Christian Fellowship at Christmas time. 


Price, SOc = dozen; $3.75 a hundred with kid finish envelopes. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 14 Vesey Street, - - - NEW YORK 














A REAL GIFT FOR YOUR PUPILS 
Highly enameled pencils with brass tip and TN! : 
rubber. Full same of pupil imprinted in gold. oi 
leaf. Fancy Holly Boxes. : 

6 in box, 65 cents. 3 in box, 40 cents 

Lgts of 5 or over 5 cents per box less 

ORDER EARLY 2 
CHIBBY PENCIL Co., 9225 107th 
cated 


omit 922— Fhe Sanday Fehool Times 


Sunday School. Lessons 


_ Full list of Interfational Lesson 
titles, Scripture selections, Gold- 
en Texts, departmental topics, 

and memory verses. 


NOW READY 



































Subscription Rates 


_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers. in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or mare copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 

package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 

$2.00 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 

per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club erganizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
. 103% Walent Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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“$l adozen, 10ca copy 


Tue SunDay ScHooL Times Company 
x03t Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Mr. Superintendent: Every teacher of 


your echool will appreciate a copy of 
| this handy reference leaflet. 

















When answer advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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; | For Family Worship | 


By the Director oi the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons, issued by the International 


Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


distribu 
gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's guidance and biessing of the League.— 
Editor of ‘1 he Sunday School / imes. 


Watch Night!” 


ON’T forget the date, December 31. 

this is the night during the year 
wen the entire Christian world should 
be simultaneously on its knees. Put the 
date on your calendar, and ask that it 
be put on the calendar of your church. 
Hundreds of thousands will be pray- 
ing on that night. Will you be amon 
this number? Lef a*mighty volume o 
prayer ascend to God tor speedy re- 
vival in the Church, and that 1922 be 
such a year of intercession as the Church 
has never known, Let every Christian 
home and every. Christian church be 
turned into a “house of prayer.’ 


ROT 5 to 11 


Mon.—Philemon 1 to 9. 
Paul Writes to a Friend. 
What a large place (v. 4) Philemon 
must have had in Paul’s prayers! Bui 
perhaps no larger than a hundred others 
had, and if so, what a large place prayer 
must have had in Paul's life! Is it 
any wonder that Paul’s ministry con- 
tinyes truitful even to this day? 


PRAYER SucGEsTIons: Pray for per- 
sonal faithfulness m prayer. Pray for 
your church and Sunday-school, for 
your pastor and each officer in the 
church, for every committee and sub- 
committee, for this week’s-meetings, and 
for every department of the church's 
work. 

Tues.—Philemon 10 to 25. 


Paul’s Plea for Onesimus. ~ 


Paul advances many arguments why 
Philemon should receive and forgive the 
runaway slave: (1) “For love’s sake.” 
(2) “Paul the aged” requests it, (3) 
“Now also 2 prisoner of Jesus Christ.” 


(4) He is “my son.” (5) “Begotten in 
my bonds.” (6) “Now. profitable.” 
Any other reasons given? Who could 
resist?) Surely not Philemon. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTions: Pray for the 
servants in your, home, for the employes 
in your office Store or factory, for 
your “hired help” of every kind, for the 
sexton or janitor tn your church, or 
all who are employed to teach your chip 
dren, for all domestic and public se?~ 
vants. 


Wed.—1 Samuel 28 : 35-42. 





Friendship of David and Jonathan. 


Many a friendship has been severed 


through the shooting of an arrow of! 


jealousy, or of envy, or suspicion, or | 


bitterness; but here was a friendship 
frmly cemented through the shooting 
ei an arrow of love. Like father like 
son? Not ig Saul and Jonathan’s case. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for your 
frends by name; but remember that 
eve pleads also for its enemies, Pray 
for those who despise and hate you, who 
whisper evil stories about you, who de- 
spitefully use sou. Do not try to de- 
fend. yourself, but pray. God will do 
the defi 
Thurs.—Deuteronomy 15 : 12-18. 
A Loeve Slave. 

Every “love slave” was ear-markeda 
So are Christ’s love slaves ;* their. ears 
are not like the worldling’s ears, for 
they “hear my voice.” And their feet 
are also different, for “they follow me” 
(John 10:27). There is no service com- 
parable with that which is prompted by 
love. 

PRAYER SuaccestTions: Pray by name 
fi those who have gone from your 
thutch to home gr foreign miss 
(Are these on your daily ir ryer list?) 





nm fields. | 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEMES 


s 


Pray for your church visitor, your pas- 
tor’s assistant, your church clerk, your 
church treasurer. All need prayer. 
Fri—Colossians 3 ; 9-25. 
Love in All Human Relations. 
“Put ye on the Lord Jesus’ Christ” 
(Rom, 13:14). But no man can do this 
ully without. putting on love (v. 1 “Y. 
If this fruit of the Spirit is absent, t 
regenerative work of the Spirit has not 
yet been wrought. “If any man have 
not the spirit of Christ,” whose is he? 
Prayer SUGGESTIONS: 
wnsaved in your church and c¢ ¢; 
tion, the .f-deceived, the backslid 
the embittered. Pray for all the chavehés 
of your community, your city, your 
county, your sic’ and for every denom- 
inational or interdenominational gather- 
od er conference, 
Sat.—James 2 : 1-10. 
Without Respect of Persons, 
Weymouth’s translation of verse 1 
makes - meaning clearer: “You must 





).| for. rich and peer, fer high and low, 


Pray for thé| Sue—Psalm 130:1-4 Our Divine Friend. 


-erbs 21: 13, also John 2: 5, last clause. 


not make distinctions between one man 


and another. while . . . striving to main- 
tain faith in the Lord "Jesus rist.” See 
also American R. V., margin. Love is 


a partition-leveler and a load-lifter. 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for “all 
classes and races and conditions of men; 


hag empl loyes, for rulers 

or be well, for fortun- 
4 and wuefortunate. But remember that 
loue serves as well as prays. 


Verses 3 to 8 constitute_thie ploiative 
cry of multitudes. Are you willing that 
God should hear that cry through your 
ears, and answer it through — hands? 
You have not far to go. Read Prov- 


Pravem Succestions: Pray that your 
pastor may preach to-day in the power 
of ng Spi + Soe for ushers and choir,|' 
for Sunday-school and young people’s 
workers, for every efficer and every lay- 





man. Pray 


in to-day’s service, 
take her. 







(Lesson for Dec. 11) NOV.,26, 1921 
fer that poor old woman 
in ~our neighborhagd Bp cago gf 2 to o 


Pray for the Watch Night 
meeting, ‘ 
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